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Hi, everybody, and welcome
to another issue of Learn Hot
English magazi ne!
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I read a funny story the other
day. A d river in London was
fi ned for parking o n double
yellow lines that weren't even
there when he parked his car!
Apparently, the people painting
the lines on the road d rew them
i
.
a traffic warde n appeared
gave i
i ticket. Incredible! Talking
abou t laws, there are
sorts of stra nge ones still
in eKistence in the UK and USA. We'll be looking at
a few this mon th in ou r new section called Dumb
Lows.
Another one of our themes this month is the British
Royal Family. We're looking at the film The Queen
(starring actress Helen Mirren). You can also find out
about some of the key members of the Royal Family,
and see how they're related to one another in ou r
"Royal Family Tree", Plus, you can read some trivia
about the Royal Family, which I'm sure you'll enjoy.
Of course, that's not all! We' re also looking at negative
questions, useful eKpressions fo r taking a taxi. Kansas
(USA), phrasal verbs with the verb to take, words to
descri be noises you can make with you r hands, fish
id ioms, plus lots, lots more!
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Have fun, learn lots of English and see you all next
month,
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Re member to download
the Hot English app
fo r iPad, iPhone, iPod
Touch and Android. It's
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RASALVERBS TAKE
The verb "to take" has many different uses. Generally. we use this verb to refer to
the action of carrying/taking something from one place to another. For example.
"I took my car to the garage so they could repair it:

TAKE OFF IF AN IC7EA "TAKES OFF"'T
BECOMES VERY POPULAR OR IT GETS

ACCEPTEV.

I.

.-

GLOSSARY
...".,.

....,...,. the t>nc 1ends'fO\l1<> buy

TAKE /)J (mE WASHIJJG/ ORY CLOTHeS)
TO COu..ECT THE CLOTHES FROM THE WASHING
I.IIJE eecAUSE THeY ARE PRY.

TO BE TAKEW tt.l IF YOU ARE "TAKEtJ IIr BY
SOMEOJJe. YOU eeUEVE THAT PERSOW. EVEJ,I
THOUGH THeY ARE WOT HONEST.
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IO ' pli'I ~p_

,0 ""IW•• t: 10 ~'OP goong QU' wilh

• nice

There are lots o f ot her men/ women to go out wit h.
Something people say to someone w ho has just
split up with a girlfriend or boyfriend.
MOon't worry about Jim. There are plenty more fish

in the sea:

Smell fishy

If a situation or an explanation ~s m e ll s fishy ~ you
think that someone is being di shonest.
M
Jim's version of events smells a bit fi shy to me - I

think he was the one who did ie

comtnO'tl' "" _ \

dot"""'_M_e/M)oIit!n, ott

This month we are looking at some general fish idioms.

There are plenty more fish in the sea

.-.

. <ompll...... '
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w.,.. lot mokIng

~_uoodfol~

w _ _ of, ...

IN

Fish for compliments
To try to make someone say good things a bout you.,
often by criticisi ng yourself

A: Do flook fat in this dress? B: No, of course not.
Are you fishing for compliments?

Fish for information
To try to obtain information.
A: How much does Bob earn each yea r?
B: Why? Are you fishing for information ?

Be another kettfe of fish
If you say that something (or someone) is ~a nother
kettle offis h~ you are saying that it (or he/ she) is
completely different.
~ I 've driven a scooter before, but riding on that 600 cc
motorbike is a completely different kettle of fish."

A queer fish
This means a "strange person':
"He washes his hands about thirty times a day. He's a
bit of a queer fish."

6 I WW'II.~amhoten,rish.com I Want to clo an int~nship with HOI En,rish? For more information. e-mail infoGlhoten,lishmagazine.{om
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Little Jokes
Match each joke beginning 11 to 81 with
its ending lA-HI. Then, listen to check your
answers.
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Here are some
more examples
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of British toilet graffiti. ''9''.
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..... ''TOILET CAMERA IS FOA
RESEARCH ONLY"

WHENIWASS .
SURPRISED I CO~,WAS SO
FOR A YEAR AND A SPEAK

1ALF.

1.

GOD MUST LOVE STUPID PEOPLEHE MADE SO MANY.
ROSES ARE RE?.:.
VIOLETS ARE BLut!,..
MOST POEMS RHYMt.!.,
BUT THIS ONE DOESN' i.

What do19u call a l 00-yearold ant? U

2 . What is the biggest ant in the
world? 0

3. Doctor, doctor, the baby has

NEVER PUT OFF TO GLOSSARY
TOMORROW WHAT :;:.:;:.,." ...,""".""
YOU CAN AVOID
~:;:.:::"'•• - ....
AtTOGEn-tER.
::::;............. .........

swallowed m pen. What
should I do?

4.

Doctor, doctor, I keep getting
a pain in the eye when I drink
coffee. 0

H )'OU·_·~)'OU l oy

_10 do", _

1ho1 1h!ng

5. Why do elephants never
forget? 0

6.

What do you get if you cross a
crocodile with a flower? 0

7.

What do you call an elephant
in a phone box?0

8.

English

Unlocked!

-teng
"'lish
•
METHOD

Your complete self-study solut ion for learning English
at home \with listeni ng files)!
Reading, istening, pronunciation , vocabulary,
grammar, progress
tests, listen·and·repeat and much, much more.

Doctor, doctor, I think I'm a
goat. 0

ENDtNGS
A: Have you tried taking the

Choose from four levels:
Pre-Intermediate (A2),
Intermediate (Bl),
Upper Intermediate (B2),

spoon out first?

B: Doctor: How long have you

Advanced (Cl)

felt like t his?
Patient: Since I was a kid .

c: Because nobody ever tells
them anything.

0 : An antique.

E: I don't know, but I'm not going
to smell it.

F: Use a pencil till I get there.
G : Stuck.

GLOSSARY

.w.'Iow""

....

10
10 lob food or IIqouid from you<
~ 10,.,... ' lorroodI

1O.tuM; 10 p!Odu<e
10 tn>I.
10 mOo; 10 combono
.~

H: An elephant.

a bob)< pe abo a 1'0<-"'9 c_
.....It
trawed; unobIe ,oOt' OUt
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@ www.learnhotenglish.com
Books bn~ on S~ills Booklets f.om 2012'20'j +
issues 103" 30 of Hot English milgazine •
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Talk shop
If people w ho work together "talk
shop: they talk about their work
when they are in a bar/pub/
restaurant.
"John and Mary are so boring to be
with in the pub - they just talk shop~

Something that you say when per·
son A criticises person B for
doing something that person A
does him/herself.
A: Jane had a crash last week. She's a
terrible driver.
B: You can talk. You had six crashes
last year.

Be like talking to a brick wall
If talking to someone is like talking
to a brick wall, the person you are
speaking to isn't listening.
"I've tried telling Sam what 1want, but
it 's like talking to a brick wall - he just
won't listen."

Look who's talking
Something you say when person A
criticises person B for doing some·
thing that person A does him/herself.
A: Frank smokes too much.
B: Look who's talking. Up until last
year you were smoking twenty a day.

Can talk the hind legs off
a donkey
Can talk a lot without stopping.
"She could tal k the hind legs off a
donkey~

Now you'.., talking
Talk in riddles
To talk in a way that is difficult to
understand.
"I wish she would stop talking in riddles and just tell me what she wants~

Something you say when someone
makes a better suggestion or offer
than the one that they made before.
A: OK. if you don't w ant to go to the
theatre, we could go to the cinema.
B: Now you're talking.

Loving, romantic conversations that
lovers have w hen they are in bed
together.
"She enjoyed the quiet moments
together - the walks on the beach,
the pillow talk . . :

....,

GLOSSARY
• te<~ block oIl»ked ~

LMd for bWldin9_
hlndlet.

the leg. ~t Il>e bKk oI..,-..ot
.,,~

......

a "'" objKt on wllKh you ,..., your
_
while you.rt tJHping

"-

• dift'lcull and <onMing dnCripIion
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DUCT lABELS
Our mini-series on funny signs from English-speaking countries.
Here's another part in our series on funny product tabels.
Some companies

see~J~i~i~i~:~~~loonies.
o

wrapper, open mo;'th,
\
insert cake and eat.
'"1
Could you say that agarn.

1); II]St'?;,

::-O On.

!!,aggot~~kage of

I

I

fJ .---

~nfants.~ on childr~n ~r

I

o

~iil] ('tl
.Yo "'''Iir> lIa/: ..,,'I)sli}
8. "iJrr. 'flli(j, .......o a
lit I1r. ~/<:>£.: . s Ii}r. 1]0t

Po

OnaPa
fllrIJiture C~et of
nOt use WIPeS' "0

manual: UExit from car in
the following manner:
open door, leave vehicle,
close doors firm ly and
lock with car key:"
So, do I get out of the car
.....before locking the doors?.;

•

~

r

ID Instructions in a car

C"/~ii 1. ""at· 7SI01]

0
"'1 1]9? IFit I]~; "

0

Ut itrem
0
So effp.-.. . oves the d ' , ~"'IIVeJy.

If!

Not fOr h r fiShing'
consu
ulllan
.
But th::Ption."
0
Y lOok So "'sty . /
~.

00

o

bllls~.~ tOilet

uSefo; DOnot

tygiene~rsonal
Ut it's .

/

cleanin great for

arllls. 9 under my

!

( "" on. sIgn
' at a
I!I'

bus stop:
UNo stopping
or standing."
Can I sit?

I
Do you own

o
GLOSSARY
~

ml On a label for a
-reng
~' lish
,

or run an
English academy?

""""'"

Are you looking to improve your offer and give
your students and teachers something different
this year?
•
•
•
•

Brand our books with your logo.
Exclusive area for your academy.
Free magaz ine advertis ing.
Clear and appealing
method for your
adu lt classes
(16 yrs+).
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bag of cat biscuits:
"Pour the biscuits
into a bowl and
place near cae
Here, kitty! Here,
kitty! Food time!
Kitty! Kitty! Kitty? ..

o

prod ....... 1>ooI
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Visit out site for more details:

(j) www.learnhotengli sh.com
(j) business@ hotenglishmagazine.com
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Dictionary of slang
'0

"'0>
O c

Here we've got some examptes of how to say things in different situations.

§.Q
~..,

••
••

...;.., Situation
You asked a young
lady to marry you.
You tell a friend.

Your wife left you
for another man.
You tell a friend.

Someone smashed
all the windows
in your office. You
want to know who
is going to pay to
replace them.

You did nothing all
weekend and had a
very boring time.

Fonnal

Relaxed

I asked for her hand
in marriage.

I asked her to marry

My wi fe
abandoned me.

My wife left me.

My wife walked
out on me; she
dumped me.

Who is going to
contribute to the
costs incurred?

Who is going to
pay for this?

Who's gonna pick
up the tab for this?

I was unoccupied
all weekend.

I had nothing to do
all weekend.

I was well bored;
I was twi ddling
my thumbs all
weekend.

me.

Informal
I went down
onone knee;
I popped the
question.

GLOSSARY
A friend never
likes to spend his
money.

He is reluctant
to part With his
money.

He's a bit mean.

He's a real Scrooge;
he's tight; he's a
meanie; he's a real
miser.

.'-

the
joInIln .....
. - of,....1oog
1a_1N
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'0_10
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biLl.JI ....,.••

A friend asks you
if you know who
took some stolen
money. You know
nothing about it.

pi«.otI.- ...
oomtthing with lnbmlllon """'"

I have no
information
pertaining to this
incident.

I don't know
anything about it.

I'm stumped; I

haven't got a clue.

-

if)fOU .. _ . _hinQ.)fOU
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A fascinating study of character,
tradition and political reality in late
twentieth-century Britain. By Rob Julian
Shocking news
It's 1997 and Great Britain has a new, young
and promising prime minister, Tony Slai r.
Glamorous Princess Oiana is socialising in Paris
w ith her new Egyptian boyfriend. Meanwhile,
the steady and respectable 72-year-old Queen
Elizabeth is holidaying in Balmoral Castle
- the Royal Family's estate in Scotla nd. What

happens next will shake the nation. News
arrives that Princess Di and Dadi Fayed have
been killed in a Paris car crash. The nation
goes into shock.
Steven Frear's new movie The Queen takes
these dramatic events as its inspiration. The
Queen is a fascinating study of cha racter,
tradition and political reality in late-twentiethcentu ry Britain.

A film with a difference
Traditionally, the kings and queens we see
on the big screen are historical fi gures.
However, The Queen is unusual because the
Queen herself is still a living monarch. It's a bit
strange at first to see such a familiar character
played by an actress, but Helen Mirren does a
fantastic job of playing this fascinating figure.

Martin Sheen plays Prime MinisterTony Blair.
Much of the movie is concerned wit h the
tensio ns between these two clever (and often
conflicting characters), each with thei r own
political and personal agendas.

Reactions
Eventually, the British public become
angry t hat the royal family is not showing
enough sympathy in the days after Diana's
death . The royal family remain on holiday
in Balmoral w hile the wreaths left at the
gates of Buckingham Palace pile up. Blair,
w ith the support of Prince Charles, tries to
convi nce the Queen to return to London to
share the sadness of the British public. But
the Queen sees no rea son to break with
tradition, si nce Diana is no longer ~part of
the family·. Eventually, it is Blair
who manages to break the royal
ice and exert his will . Whether
you are a fan of the monarchy or
not, The Queen is a fascinating
insight into t he relationship
between power, privilege and
tradition.

H

QUEE

Annus HorribilisH

1997 w as a bad year for the q ueen,
but it wasn't her worst. In her word s,
~ 1992 is nOI a year on which I shall
look back with undiluted pleasure.

In the words of one of my more
sympathetic correspondents, it
has turned out to be an Annu s
Horribilis."
She w as referrin$! to a series o f events
tha t year which Included:
• The announcement that her second son, Prince Andrew, Duke
of York, would separate from his wi fe Sarah Ferguson.
• Scandalous p ictures of a topless Sarah being ki ssed by her
fri end, John Bryan.
• News that her daughter, Princess Anne, would divorce her
husband Captain Mark Philips,
• A fi re in one of her many homes,
Windsor Castle. The castle was
seriously damaged, and several
p riceless artefacts were lost.
Originally, the government planned
to pay the £40 million bill for
repairs. But after a public outer)"
the Queen agreed to open u p
several royal residences to tourists.
She used the funds to pay for the repairs.
• And finally, the announcement of the separat ion of her son
Prince Charles and his wife Diana.

FREf subscription if you recommend Hot English l<lngu<lgr ~icrs to )'OUr complny. E·mlil cllSsntphotrnglishmlguinr.com I_le.imhotenglish.tom I 11

The House_;
of Windsor
What is the British Royal Family? A wonderful
institution that unites Britain and the

Commonwealth? Or an irrelevant waste of
money? Whatever your point of view, the
British Royal family continues to fa scinate
millions of people around the world. Who

hasn't heard of the love triangle between
Charles, Oiana and (amnia? Or the tragic and

Htr M,,/"'Y Q.<UtK E/iz,abeII. 1I
Th@curr@ntmonarch. (rown@<!ln
W@stmlnsl@fAbbeyln 19S3.

mysterious death of Diana in 19971

Edward VllI
Older brotMr of George VI.
Abdicated to marry Wallis Slmpson
- , - commoner";Thlscaused a
snndal In Britain at th@time.

Like any family, there's plenty of drama,
including Cl few skeletons in the cupboard.

Here's a guide to some of the key players in
the drama of the House of Windsor over the

past'oo years. On the next page there's a
family tree. Use your knowledge to put the
correct name in the blank spaces.
(Answers are on page 24.)

Jar.

"Th@Princ@ssofHearts":
Dlana was Prince (harles'
first wlf@. Dledwithher
boyfriend Dodl Fayed In a
car crash In Paris In 1997.

FWj U;Unf.

( Ftrqu )

Marqard-

Stralg1nforward. redhead
orn:e considered. b,..th
of fre.h . Ir In th@royal
family. Ex·wife of Princ@
Andr@w. Therearetwo
children from their
marriage: Eugenle and
Beatrice.

Th@QUeen's sist@r.
Chlln-.moklng
glam<XJr girl of the fifties
and sixties.. Died In 2002.

A"""
The QuRn's only

daughter. She Is
most filmOU$ for h@r
charitabl@work. Married
Mark Phillps and had
two kids, Peter imd Zara.
Divorced and remilrrled
Tlmot hy Laur@n(e

p'

Phi@

Q=llubeth'$
husband. Originally
both a Danish and Greek
prince. Famous for his
outspoken nature and his
gaffe ••

The Queen's s«ond
son. Was maui@<!to
Sarah Ferguson.

~_q,

V)

Son 01 George the Fifth
and king during World
WarTwo.

Prlnu (harles' exgirlfriend from the silct\(os
and 5e~tk's.. Now sh@'s
his wife.

Edward

w~

The youngest child of
Queen Eliubeth 11. Quiet.
rese ..... ed and with a grut
Int@r@stlnth@theatr@.
Maul@<! to Sophl@ Rhys;
Jon@s. Theyhilveal yor-old daughter ulled
Louise.

Oldest child of Diana and
Ch,ull's. and HCond In
IIn. for the throne. Has
his mother's good looks.

~~ildChild-and

--- .

GLOSSARY

younger brother ofWilliam.
Now In th@army.
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(tIu PMa of wai.<)
The h,lr to the throne ilnd
first son of Elizabeth 11.

~_q' V
Th@lCl'ngofEngland
during Worid War One
and grandfather of Queen
Elizabeth 11.

American
milrrled Edwilrd VIII aft@r
he abdlc. ted from th@
throne.
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The Royal Eamily Tree
See if you con complele each numbered space wilh Ihe correcl member of Ihe Royal Family.
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Here are some interesting facts on
the British Royal Family.
In the 1pt century, Sir Waiter Raleigh financed
his trip to America by gambling w ith Queen
Elizabeth I. He bet her that he could

calculate the weight of smoke. He
did this by placing two identical

cigars o n opposite ends of a set
of scales. He lit one cigar and
made sure that no ash fe ll. The
difference in the weight after
the cigar was fin ished was the
· weight of s m oke~ The Queen was
impressed and Raleigh won his trip
to America.
If the Queen lives until 21 01 December 2007,
she will become the oldest reigning monarch
in both British and Commonwealth history,
surpassing King George III and Queen Victoria,
both of whom died before the age of 82.
One of the Queen's uncles.

Prince George, was bisexual
and was said to be a lover of the
playwright Noel Coward.

o() Princess Anne is the only member

Q

~

orthe British Royal Family to
have competed in the Olympic
L _ _.I Ga mes (horse rid ing). She was once almost
kidnapped.
Prince Andrew served as a
helicopter pilo t on acti ve service
during the Falklands War with
Argentina in the 1980s.
Oiana was the first Englishwoman
to marry the heir to the throne
since 1659 - all the others were
foreigners.
During the Second World War,
Princess Elizabeth convinced her
father that she should be allowed
to join the arm y. She enlisted in
the Women's Auxiliary Territorial
Service. where she was known
as ~num ber 230873 second
subaltern Elizabeth Windsor":
She trained as a lorry driver.
Early on Friday morning. on 9'" July 1982.
Queen Elizabeth 11 woke to find a strange
man sitting at the end o f her bed. He
was a mentally· m man w ho had entered
Buckingham Palace after climbi ng over a
five-metre wa ll. He spent about ten minutes
talking to the Queen. She eventually called
for help and the man was captured.

Edward VIII abdicated in
1936, after only one year
as King. He wanted to
marryWallis Simpson, an
American divorcee. At
that time. the Church
of England prohibited
remarriage after a divorce.
Edwa rd refused to marry
anyone else. Eventually.
the couple were married
in France. although
the Church of England
refu sed to recognise
the marriage.
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Prince Harry's full name is Henry
Charles Albert David
Mountbatten-Windsor.
In 1991 . Prince William
was admitted to hospital
after being accidentally
hit on the side of the
head by anot her student
who was swi ngi ng a golf
club. William suffered a
fracture of the skull and
had to have an operation.
Imagine how the other
student must have felt.
The film The

Madness of King
George III was called
The Madness of King
George w hen it was
released in the
States. Th e ~ lll ~ part of
the title was dropped becau se
film distributors thought that
American moviegoers would think the film
was a sequel, and not go to see it because
they still hadn't seen The Madness of King
George I or The Madness of King

Georgelf.
King George I of
England could not
speak English. He was
born and raised in
Germany and never
learned to speak
English even though he was
King from 1714 to 1727.
Queen Anne had a
transvestite cou sin. Lord
Cornbury. She sent him to be
governor of New York and
New Jersey. The colonist s
were n ot amused 0
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This monlh: the airport.

..

This month the oirport.

Useful Expressions
listen and repeat these
useful expressions.

What you ask/say
Where can I check In?
Which check-in desk do
I go to?
Where's passport
control?
What time is the plane
leaving?
Which terminal does the
plane leave from?
Can I check my baggage
in here. please?
Where's the nearest
toilet, please?
Do you know which
boarding gate the
plane is leaving from?
Where's boarding gate
34, please?
15 there a baggage
trolley near here,
please?
Can I check in
electronically?
I bought this e-ticket on
the internet.
Can I have a window
seat, please? Can I have

an aisle seat, please?
Where's the departure
lounge, please?
15 there a duty-free shop
here?
Is there anywhere I
can change my money,
please?

a trolley

What you hear
Can I see your passpon,
please?
Did you pack the bags
yourself?
You will have to pay
excess baggage.
Your plane is delayed
forty-five minutes.
Would you like a window
seat or an aisle seat?
Are you travelling alone?
Here's your boarding
card.
You'll be boarding at
gate number 34.
Can I see your hand
luggage, please?
The plane is due to land
in approximately twenty
minutes.
The plane will take off at
14:35. 0
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Kansas City
If I asked you to name a city in Kansas, I bet
the first (and only) one that would come to
m ind would be Kansas City (also known as
KC). Kansas City is called the Heart of America

because it's right in the middle of the USA.
Most people still think KC looks like it did in
the old western movies and books. However,
today you will find a very modern. cultural
(enter that is home to over 1.9 million people.

The Country Club Plaza in Kansas City was the
first shopping (enter in America. It s 12 towers,
fountains and architecture were modeled
after buildings in Seville, Spain. Speaking
offountains, Kansas City's nickname is the
City of Fountains because it has over 200
fountains from all over the world. A favorite of
mine is the Crown Plaza

Fountain. But be careful
of this one. It doesn't
really look like a fountain
because the nozzles are
invisible to the human
~ eye. After you walk over
it and get shot with water, you'll remember
where that fountain is for the rest of your life.
But stick around after you get drenched as
the fountain lights up at night and is quite
spectacular.

B8Q
Some of the most popular restaurants are
those serving barbecued meat. In fact,
barbecue is a way of life in Kansas City and
there are more than 90 barbecue restaurants.
Kansas City barbecue is considered the best
in the world. I recommend Wabash, the
Branding Iron, or Fiorel/a's Jack Stack for some
of the best barbecue in
the KC area.
Kansas City barbecue is
always slow sm oked at
a low temperature over
wood, usually hickory.

12====:....~;.:s~o~m:.e~b~a~rbe~cue is cooked

up to 18 hours to obtain that one-of-a-kfnd
flavor. The actual barbecue sauce is never
applied to the meat until it is ready to serve.
You can't come to Kansas withou t trying the
barbecue. But don't forget to ask for a bib.
You'll need one.

Jazz
Kansas City is also
renowned for its jazz. It
all sta rt ed more than 80
years ago and continues
today. One of the best
things to have come out
of Kansas Cit y jazz is the j azz jam session.
In the past, many musicians would get
together aft er a concert to experiment with
new methods of playing. The best musicians
would take part in these jam sessions that
lasted all night and into the next day. If you
are interested in hea ring a real jam session
or even playing in one, the Mutual Musicians
Foundation is open on weekends for all ·night
j am sessions. You might also try the Club at
Plaza Ill, the Phoenix Piano Bar& Grill and the
Blue Room for some great jazz.

Sports
Kansans are sports
fanatics and are very
loyal to their two major
teams, the Kansas City
Chiefs (Ameri can Football)
and the Royals (baseball).
There are also college
sports teams that everyone is passionate
about. These games can get really crazy,
maybe even crazier than football games in
Europ e. Check out a game and experience
one of America's favorite pastimes.
Another popular sport is the the barbecue
eating contest. For this contest, live to ten
overweight m en (a nd som etimes women) pig
out on ribs. It's quite a sight becau se they
are all covered from head to toe in barbecue
sauce. But I've never figured out why they
bother wearing the bibs.

Famaus people
& Kansas
William Purvis and
Charles Wilson
who invented the
helicopter in 1909.
Amelia Earhart.
the first woman to
fly solo across the
Atlantic Ocean.
Dwight D.
Eisenhower, the
34th President of the
United States.
Silent comedian
Buster Keaton.
The first AfricanAmerican woman
to win an Academy
Award was Hattie
McDaniel.. She won
the award for her role
in the film Gone wirh

rheW/nd.
George Custer
formed the famed
7th Cavalry in
1866 in Fort Riley,
which is between
Junction City and
Manhattan, Kansas.
Wyatt Earp, James
Butler MWild BiW
Hickok and William
B. "BatMMasterson
were three of the
legendary lawmen
who kept the
peace in rowdy
frontier towns like
Abilene, Dodge City,
ElIsworth, Hays, and
Wichita.

Information box - Kansas facts

WeLCOME

The Countryside
As you leave Kansas City, you feel like you've
taken a step back in time. The big city is
gone and in its place are small towns and
crop fields. During spring time all you can
see for miles and miles is green grass, cattle
and little farm houses. This is the true Mid·
West. It's here in the country that the famous
image of the Wild West comes to life. Go to
Dodge City and you can see a recreation of a
gunfight on the dusty streets of the town. Or
you can experience frontier life firsthand by
taking a wagon ride across the prairie like the

pioneers did. Or take part in a pow-wow and
feel the rhythmiC dance music of the Native
American Indian tribes.
Kansans are serious about their history.
And you can find a museum for just about
anythi ng. In Atchison there is a museum
dedicated to Amelia Earhart, the first woman
to ny solo across the Atlantic Ocean. Abiline
has a museum for its home-town hero
President Dwight O. Eisenhower. And don't
forget all the Native American museums.
But there are lots of really weird museums
too, such as the Kansas Barbed Wire Museum
with over 2,000 varieties of barbed wire.

The People
As you enter the countryside, you'll notice a
change of attitude in the people too. Compared
to people from Kansas City, it feels like they
have all the time in the world. You will always
receive a smile and a ~howd ~when you walk
down the street. When drilling in a small town,
you can be assured that you will receillea few
-hello honks- from farmeo: driving their pick up
trucks. In the summer these people sit on their
porches, drink lemonade or beer and listen to
the insects sing.
In fact, the best time to visit Kansas is in the
summer. In the city there is always an outdoor
festiva l or a cultural activity, and in the country
there's always a porch to sit and relax on. It looks
like Dorothy from The Wizard ofOzwas right.
There's no place like home ... when it's Kansas.
So pack your cowboy hat and head on oiler. 0
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-i A ball of twin. in Cawker City measures over
12 meters In circumference, weighs more than
8,000 kilograms and is still growing.
-i South of Ashland, the Rock Island 8ridge is
the longest railroad bridge of its kind. It measures
about 400 metres 10"9 and Is 30 metres above the
Cimarron River.
-+ Dodge City Is the windiest city in the United
States.
-+ Truman Capote's account of cl real-life murder
in his book In Cold Blood took place in Kansas.
-i In Italy, the
city of Milan is 400
kil ometres northwest
of Rome. In Kansas,
Milan Is about 50
kilometres northwest
of Rome in Sumner
County.
-i A hailston.
weighing more than
750 grams once fell on the town of CoffeyvHle.
The world-famous fast-food chain of piua
restaurants known as Piua Hut opened Its first
store in Wichlta.
5umner County is known as The WheM
Capital of the World.
-+ Kansas Is a native American Indian word which
means ·People of the south winds·.
The capital of
Kan sas 15 Topeka.
And the largest city is
Wich ita.
Kansas City is
act ually the capital
of the neighbouring
state of Missouri,
although part of
Kansas City Is also in
Kansas.
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you go 10 Kansas?

Manhattan has a great university feel to it. I
loved going to the football games. We would
spend the whole day tallgatlng outside
the stadium, drinking beer and having a big
barbecue.

Was il easy 10 meel people?
People from Kansas are so friendly. I met most
of the people at school events like the football
games and in the bars downtown. There's a
big section of the city called Aggieville where
all the bars and dance clubs are located.
My friends invited me to their houses for
holidays all the time since I had nowhere
to go. On the down side, I'd say that many
Kansans are very sheltered and don't pay
much attention to life outside the US. But as
the
of my Kansan friend might say,
I sweet as pi e ~

Did you have any olher problems?
I'm Swedish, but my English is pretty good
because my dad's English. But it took a little
while to get used
to the accent. The
people from the
cities don't really
have a strong accent,
but the people from
the country are
hard to understand
sometimes.
You also have to
be careful with
the weather. I was
there for a year
and in the winter
it was absolutely
freezing, and during the summer it was so
hot I thought I might die. Of course, they have
heating and air conditioning everywhere.
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So, would you go back?
Defin itely. I made some great friends and
discovered a new passion for horse back
riding. 0
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Whol were Ihe besllhings oboul if?

I remember one trip I took with my friend to
her grandparents'house. They had horses
and asked me if I wanted to go for a ride.
Well, I had never ridden a horse before but I
decided to give it a go. So I hopped on and
everything was fine
for a minute. But
then the horse went
crazy. It started
bucking and making
these crazy noises. I
thought I was going
to die. Sara, my
friend, eventually
calmed the horse
down but not before
I had destroyed an entire section of the fence.
I thought they would be mad but they were
just in shock - they couldn't believe I had
stayed on the horse for that long. They kept
asking me if I'd ever thought about being in a
rodeo. To this day, they call me ~ Wild Lindha~.

f

WhOI did you do Ihere?
Mostly IJust studied. When we had time, we
drove to little towns in Kansas. My favorite
thing to do was just pick a direction and drive.
You never know where you are going to end
up.

Who I was Ihe funniesllhing Ihal
happened while you were lhere?

(

Honestly? I thought it would be kind of
boring. I had this image of small towns with
lots offarm animals.

r

Whol did you expeel ilia be like and
whot were your first impressions?

It's very difficult to get around Kansas without
a car. Everything's so spread out and there
isn't really a public transportation system.

o

~~:~;~t;~j~:,~~{/etE"j,,,,y medicine at Kansas

HOW
!JOT TO ee
eOReD
Telephone conversations 10 help
improve your lislening skills.
Here ore some more crank calls those funny telephone calls that ore
designed to wind people up.

-.

The Nanny

learn how to entertain yourself
with these fun activities.

For this call, we responded to an advertisement in
a local newspaper. The victim is
looking for a nanny (someone to
look after her children).

See how many pens you can put up your
nose. Take a photo and send it to Guinness
Book of Records.
In the street, sing Italian operas in a loud voice. Hold
out a hat to see if anyone wants to reward you for your
efforts.

VKt;m: Hello?
Hot: Oh, hi. My name's Sara.
I'm calling about the
advertisement for a nanny

you put in the newspaper?
Victim: Oh, yes great. well let me

Hot:

--

you a few questions first?

.-.-...,TV

few requirements.

Victim:

Hot:
VICtim:
Hot:
VICtim:
Hot:

VICtim:
Hot:

VICtim:

Hot:

VICtim:
Hot:

......... .. ...
1O....,._

tell you a little about our
family. OK there are two
children and ...
Oh. sorry, but can I just ask

Victim: Erm, OK, sure.
Hot:
Well, it's Just that I have a
Victim:
Hot.
VICtim:
Hot:

--
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10 , , _
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... _
at !lit""" 01 a >I<nsful ......
But it's big. isn't it? I mean
not one of those old little ones. It's just that my
boyfriend has a widescreen TV and that's what
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I'm used to.
Well,l'm ...
And you've got a DVD player. right?
Sure, but I don't think that's-look. can we just
talk about the children for a moment?
OK. sure. Go ahead.
Right. well ...
Oh. one more thing. Sorry, but do you have a
hot tub?
A hot tub?
Yeah, I like to unwind at the end of a long,
stressful day. It doesn't
have to be a big one.
listen, but I don't
think this Is the job
for you.
Oh, so you don't
have a hot tub then?
No. Goodbye.
Gee! Some people
are so rude.

Gossip about someone right in front of them. Start
talking about your victim in hushed tones. Just watch
their face as you dish the dirt .
Answer every question with a question. For example.
Friend: Are you coming to the party tonight?
You: Am Icoming to the party tonight?
Friend: Yes, are you coming to the party?
You: Are you coming to the party?
See how long you can continue like this before your
victim realises what you're doing .
Repeat yourself constantly. Repeat yourself constantly.
Repeat yourself constantly. Repeat yourself...
Read books upside down on the Underground or on
a train. See if anyone says anything. laugh out loud as
you pretend to read.
What fun! 0

Here's another part in our special -noise- class. This month: noises made with your hands. _
Part I

Part 11

Listen to each sentence and the
accompanying noise. Repeat each
sentence.

Now, look at the following sentences. In each
one there is a missing -noise wo rd ~ Listen
to the sound on the CD, then write in the
correct word or word s that describe the
sound. Choose from the words below.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

He knocked on the door.
She rapped on the door.
He thumped me.
She punched the bag.
Stop tapping your fingers!
She snapped her fingers.
They clapped loudly.
He flicked the dust at me.
She strummed the guitar.
He was beating the drum.
She slapped me.
He poked me in the chest.

knocked

punched

slapped

tapping

flicked

rapped

thumped

clapped

strumming

snapped

poked

beating

1. The guitarist was
his guitar.
me in the chest.
2. She
3, The audience liked the show and
7."""_ _ loudly.
4. She was
the drum while he was
singing.
5, He _ _---;- his fingers and the waiter
came running.
6. She _ _ me very hard on the back.
7. She _ _ the ball of paper at me.
S. I was soangry that 1_ _ thewaU.
9. She
on the door.
10. Stop _ _ your fingers.
11. He
a famous tune on the door.
12. She
the boxer in the face.
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Hello, everybody, and welcome
to my grammar clinic.

Dear Fire Hydrant,
Thank you very much for your e-maiL Of
course, I would be delighted to help you
learn about negative questions.
Basically, negative questions are questions
that have a negative form in them. As you
can see, you can make negative questions
with just about any tense. For example:
a) Didn't you go to the party?
bl Don't you like the film?
cl Doesn't she want to see it?
d) Haven't they eaten already?
el Hadn't they been there before?
~ Don't they want to take it?
g) Couldn't they have done it earlier?
hI Hasn't he fixed it?
Uses
We can use negative questions for
invitations. For example:
a) Won't you have a biscuit?
b) Won't you come in for a minute?
We can also use negative questions for
exclamations:
a) Isn't it a nice day?
b) Aren't they good at singing?
Negative questions can also be used to
show that you are surprised or even angry
that something hasn't been done:
0) Hasn't she finished repairing the car yet?
b) Aren't they in bed yet?
And finally, we can also use negative
questions to make polite requests:
0) You haven't got a pen I could borrow,
have you?
b) You don't know the time, do you?
" You couldn't help me with this, could
you?
d) You haven't seen my jacket anywhere.
have you?

--

--

D ear Or Fingers,

Please Could you hel
1
negat!ve questions. ~~~. I W~Uld like to know about
negatIve?
are t ey? And Why are th
Yours.
ey
Fire HYdrant.

Or Fingers' language Drill
Negative questions are a very useful way
of practising using auxiliaries. Here to help
me is one of my students, Susan. Say hello,
Susan [hello]. The following dialogue will
give you an opportunity to hear some
negative questions in action. OK, let's go.
Or Fingers: I can't pay the rent.
Student:
Why can't you pay the rent?
Or Fingers: Because I don't have any
money.
Student:
Why don't you have any
money?
Or Fingers: Because I wasn't paid my
salary.
Why weren't you paid your
Student:
salary?
Or Fingers: Because the accountant didn't
receive my bill.
Student:
Why didn't the accountant
receive your bill?
Or Fingers: Because I didn't have time to
send it.
Student:
Why didn't you have time to
send it?
Or Fingers: Because I haven't had a
moment's peace for the past
three weeks.
And so on. 0
Well, Fire Hydrant, I really hope my
explanations have helped you understand
these things.
Yours, Or Fingers.
Please send your questions or stories to:

dinic@botenglishmogazine.com

For telfphone dmes",ith the Hot English Method. contact duses@hottnglishmagninuom ,_telepJ.one..enJlish.com 21

6 nACK13

Authentic conversations to help improve your listening skills

This month, two British men ore talking about pets. listen to the conversation
and answer these questions.
1. What does one of the speakers say in
favour of keeping pets?
2. What does the other speaker say against
keeping pets?
Chris;

Andy:

Chris:

Andy:

Chris:

Andy:

I just heard that Hollywood star
George Clooney is in mourning for
his beloved potbelly pig Max.
I just think that's ridiculous. I mean,
how can you, how can you fall in
love with a pig?
Well, they're almost human, pigs,
aren't they? I mean, he lived with
the l SO·kilo animal for 18 years.
What human ... How can you .. . I
mean ... It 's a pig, you know. They're
not ... What .. . What human qualities
do they have?
Well, you just look in their eyes
they're almost human. They've got
sort of human expressions, almost. I
mean, they don't smile or anything
but you can see that there's, there's
some sort of intelligence there.
Apparently Clooney shared a bed
with it.
Well, I think he should be reported
to some sort of.. . I mean that's just

ridiculous how can you ... you can't
take the, the, you know, the living
with a pet thing so far. I mean, you
know, there's gotta be some limits
to, you know, where the pig lives
and what you do.
Chris: Well, they make people happy don't
they. They're some, something to
talk to. They may not respond but,
you know.
Andy: I just, I think the whole thing of
keeping pets is so unnatural. I mean,
you know, what they do to them in
order to live with them. You know,
they neuter them so t hey don't, you
know, they don't get all heated, I
just t hink that's so unfair...
Chris: Well, some people do. Certain,
certain animals do breed you know
quite ...
Andy: Excessively, 1think .. .
Chris: Excessively if they're not neutered.
But I think they just teach people to
care for others.
Andy: Well, you know, having babies is a
better way of teaching people how
to care for others, no, surely? Or just
looking after the people in your
own environment, like the elderly
people, your friends, your family.
Chris: Well, exactly, you mean, how elderly
people, their family have more or
less gone elsewhere so they need a
pet to keep them c.ompany. They
become part of the family really.
Andy: Yeah, anyway, have you seen my new
pet snake? Don't get too close.
Chris: Right. 0
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Authentic conversations by native American speakers

Moon Base
This month two young Americans are talking about the NASA decision to
establish a base on the moon in the near future. Listen to the conversation
and answer these questions IUS English spellingl:
1. What does one of the speakers say in favor
of establishing a moon base?
2. What does the other speaker say against
establishing a moon base?

leigh :

Leigh:

Ashley:

Ashley:
leigh :
Ashley:

leigh:

Ashley:

leigh:
Ashley:

Hey, have you heard that NASA wants to
create a permanent base on the moon?
Oh, yeah, I heard about that the other
day. That's really exciting.
Do you think so? Do you think it's
really worth it?
Yeah, definitely. There's all kinds
of things that they can discover
out there. I mean, there's a lot of
experiments they can do in outer
space that they can't do on the Earth.
But there are still so many places
on earth to develop. We don't even
know .... we haven't really actually
discovered, well, we've discovered
but haven't really explored the Polar
regions or the seas. There are so many
other places to visit on Earth, which is
like a space in itself.
Yeah, but I think people have always
had this desire to go, like, go travel, like,
you know, Christopher Columbus he
went across to the New World because
he didn't know what was there. There
was still plenty of stuff in Europe.
To discover new things.
Yeah, but he wanted something
different. He wanted something more .. .

leigh :
Ashley:
leigh :

Ashley:

leigh :
Ashley:
Leigh :

Have you heard about that invention
last year? It was called Spaceship One
byVirgin's Richard Branson, and it's a,
it's an actual rocket that you can go
into space to explore.
Oh, yeah, and he's gonna, like, charge
people, like, a millino, a billion dollars
to go do that. That sounds, that
sounds really fun. If you had the money.
Erm, I'd maybe see how other people
do on it first and make sure there's no
major mishaps.
A bit risky.
I heard that Steven Hawking wanted
to go up on that thing.
See, I can see that it's, it's exciting to
travel and see what space is like, but
it's a lot of money and we have a lot
of other i ssues on Earth now that we
should focus on rather than space
explorat ion.
Well, yeah, that's true, but, I mean, I
guess if, if everything else fails we
might wanna go ahead and invest
in space exploration cos if the, if the
Earth gets screwed up then we have
to go somewhere.
You never know, we may completely
destroy the earth.
Yeah, or either us, or an asteroid or
something.
Well, I don't know. r just don't know if
it's worth wasting billions of dollars. 0
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Answers o n page 33

Down
1: To drink only one
particular type of drink all
night = st _ _ to one drink
2: The government of a
town or city = a co _ _
3: To take away someone's
property as a form of
punishment = to con _ _
something
4: To dom inate, abuse and
manipulate someone = to
walk all 0_ _ someone
6: To become very, very wet
= to get dren _ _
9: To do what someone
else wants or decides = to go
a
With someone
10: An object placed just
outside the door and on
which people can clean their
shoes = a do_ _
11: If a town is like this, there
is a big distance between one
point and another = spr _ _
out
14: To take away = to re _ _
15: To eat a lot of food very
quickly = to p _ _ out
18: To stop breathing
because you have something
blocking your throat = to

<h _ _

Across
2: A formal presentation to
the press ", a press (0" _ _
5: If something does this,
you think of that thing = to
cometomi _ _

7: To understand
something = to fig _ _
something out
8: With no purpose, logic or
objective:; pai _ _
10: Humiliating and
disrespectful = demea _ _
12: t will pay for the drinks =
the drmks are
me
13: Something new or
different that requires great

effort = a chall _ _
16: A life of few experiences
or travel outside your own

townlcity/home = a shel__
life.

17: A small machine that
does something useful = a

g.d _ _
20: Comfortable and that
reminds you of your own
home = hom _ _
24: To cause an argument or
discussion = to sp_ _ a row
25: To entertain an important
person by taking them to
restaurants/bars, et, = to
wine and d _ _ someone
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26: To consider something
when making a decision =
to t_ _ something into
account
27: To try something for
the first time = to g _ _
something a go
28: To make something more
colourful and attractive = to
brig _ _ something up
29: A line of colour that
is d ifferent to the main
background colour = a

"'-30: A thin piece of wood
used to clean your teeth = a
to _ _
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19; An American English
word that means to have a
party outside, placing the
food and drink in the opened
back of your car"" to tai _ _
21: An object that may cause
you to hit your foot against
and fall = a tri _ _ hazard
22: To clean the surface
of something, such as your
shoes = to wi _ _
23: To say tha t = to SI_ _
that
24: To start trying to do
something = to s_ _ out to
do something
28: I'm sure that = I b _ _
that
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Why dumb?

bear for the purpose of
taking a photograph is
prohibited. Alaska.

causes laughter in
church. Alabama.

4\ Putting salt on a
V railroad track may be
punishable by death.
Alabama.
Do you know all the laws
in your country? What
about America? America
has some incredible laws.
Did you know that in t he
state of Alabama it's illegal
for donkeys to sleep in
bathtubs? Yes, that's it.
You are prohibited from
taking your pet donkey and
placing him in the bath
in order to wash him. This
is the start of a new miniseries on some of America's
dumbest laws. Here are
some from Alabama, Alaska
and Arizona (US English
spelling)

t.a I t is illegal for a driver to

'0' be blindfolded while
operating a vehicle.
Alabama.

t.a Dominoes may not

'0' be played on Sunday.
Alabama.

4\ It is legal to drive the
'0' wrong way down a
one-way street if
you have a lantern
attached to the front
of your automobile.
Alabama.

t.a It is considered an

9

4\ Hunting ca mels is

9

ice- cream cone in your
back pocket at any time.
Alabama.

t.a Masks may not be worn

V

prohibited. Arizona.

4\ A class 2 mi sdemeanor

9

4\ You may not have an

9

offense to push a live
moose out of a moving
airplane. Alaska.

occurs if one places a
mark upon a flag which
is "likely to provoke
physical retaliation".
Arizona.

4\ When being attacked

9

in public. Alabama.

4\ Men may not spit in
\CiI' front of the opposite

by a criminal or burglar,
you may only protect
yourself with the same
weapon that the other
person possesses.
Arizona.

sex. Alabama.

4\ You may not wear blue
'0' jeans down Noble

4\ It is unlawful to refuse a

9

person a glass of water.
Arizona.

Street. Alabama.

4\ Moose may not
\CiI' be viewed from an

4\ Anyone caught stealing
'0' soap must wash himself
with it until it is

airplane. Alaska.

The truth is, there's a
story behind everyone
of these seemingly dumb
laws. Take this one, for
example. In Colorado it
is illegal to place a couch
on outside porches. Thi s
may appear very strange,
but there is a good
reason for it and it goes
like this. The University
of Colorado in Boulder
is famous for its party
atmosphere. A common
tradition at the University
is to burn couches
following big events (i.e.
winning a football game).
To stop this potentially
dangerous activity, a law
was passed to discourage
it. Makes sense, doesn't
it? So, you see, there's a
logical explanation for
everyone of these laws,
even if they do appear
dumb to us now.
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_ GREAT
AMERICANH

IN _ __
RY

This is the second part in our mini-series on US history. This month, Teddy Roosevelt. and the Great
Depression. By £aura Warrell
Teddy Roosevelt

The Great Depression

Teddy Roosevelt w as the youngest president in America n
history. He was famous for his energ y, his brillia nce and
his funny eyeglasses. During the Spanish-American war,
in which Cuba fought for its independence from Spain,
Roosevelt was colonel of the Rough Rider Regiment. Thi s
was the first volunteer cavalry regiment. Roosevelt and his
regiment of 1,250 men became legends because they were
courageous. Most amazing, the Rough Riders were made up
of men from all walks of life: cowboys, Indians, Ivy-league
patri ots, and aristocratic sportsmen - the type of men w ho
usually would n't get along, except that the charismatic
Roosevelt brought them together. In 1898, Roosevelt
led them, along with a group of black soldiers known as
Mbuffalo soldie rs~ up Kettle Hill where he captured San Juan
Heights, virtually ending the wa r.
When asked to explain his success, Roosevelt said, Mspeak
softly and carry a big st ick": The quote made it into history
books all over the world.

In 1929, an economist from Yale University said the
American economy had reached a Mpermanently high
plateau of prosperity": Five days later, the stock market
crashed and the Great Depression, the worst economic
recession in American history, began.
On October 24, 1929 (known as -Slack Thursday· ) investors
began getting rid of their stocks. Financiers bought the
stock to stop the panic, but it didn't work and more and
more people sold off stock. October 29,h (known as MBlack
Tuesday·) was the most devastating day in the history
of the New York Stock Exchange. Prices collapsed and
w iped out all the financial gains of the previous year.
Over $30 billion disappeared from
GLOSSARY
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Story Time

f

Jokes, stories and anecdotes as told by native English speakers.

John is going to marry Sally. A
few weeks before the wedding,

John goes to the priest and
makes him an unusual offer.

...- -....1.;
I'll give you l00euros
if you'll change the wedding

trritating Taxi Driver
Sam walks into a bar and asks
for a beer. As he's drinking,
another man comes in and

orders a glass of water. Sam
decides to leave after his first
beer, but as he's going out, he
notices the other man leaving
too. Sam goes to another bar

and asks for a beer, but the
same guy comes in too. This
happens twice more and

eventually $am starts to freak
out. Who is this guy? Sam
wonders. Finally, $am has had
enough and says to the man,
NWho are you and why are you

followi ng me aroundr
And the guy replies, ~1 'm your

taxi driver."

A lion wakes up one morning
in a really bad mood, So, he
goes over to the monkey,
roars loudly and says, · Who
is the mightiest animal in the
jungler
And the monkey replies, "You
are, master,"
Then the lion goes to the
zebra and says, · Who is the
mightiest animal in the
jungler
Shaking with fear, the zebra
says, · You are, master,"
Next, the lion meets an
elephant. · Who is the
mightiest animal in the
jungler the lion demands to
know,
But instead of answering,
the elephant grabs the lion,
slams him against a tree six
times, drops him and walks

off.
"All ri ght! All right!" the lion
shouts, "There's no need to get
angry just because you don't
know the answer,"

vows,~ says

John, "When you
get to the part w here I'm
supposed to promise to love,
honour and obey her forever,
I'd appreciate it if you'd just
leave that out."
John passes the minister a
l00-euro bill, and the priest
nods in agreement,
But on the day of the wedding,
when it's time for the groom's
vows, the priest looks the
young man in the eye and
says: "Will you promise to obey
her every command, to serve
her breakfast in bed every
morning of your life, and never
to look at another woman as
long as you both shall liver
The groom gulps, looks
around, and says, "Yes",
Later, John leans towards the
priest and says, "I thought we
had a deal,"
The pri est then returns John's
l00-euro bill and says, · She
made me a better offer", 0
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Airport Words

1. A large flying form of transport (US
English spelling) = an air_ ,

See if you con identify the word, Then, try to find the words in the
Wordseorch. Good luck! (Read the vocobulorypoge 32/33 before doing thiS (

y
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2. The same as number one, but British

English spelling = an ae_ ,
3. The person who flies the plane = the

B Y

S

T

Y

C

P

p,------4. The woman who serves you drinks and

G

0

t

T

T

I

5. The man who serves you drinks and

B E

J

C

E

R

L

6. A card that tells you where in the airport
your plane is = a boar
ca rd.
7. The large building where airplanes fly
from = an ai:::c:;;:-::-:c:-:
8. The collection of bags that you take w ith
you = your bag'-,-,-----:--_,
9 , A metal vehicle with wheels for carrying
your bags = a tro,_ _;-_
10 A shop where you can buy tax-free
goods = a _ -free shop.
11. A plane ticket you buy from the internet
= an e-t--:-:-:-:7
12. A seat next to the window = a w _ _
seat.
13. A seat next to the aisle = an a_ _
seat.
14. The large room where people wait
before going to catch their plane = the
dep__ lounge.
15. The place where you go to get on the
plane = the boarding g _ _,
16. The place where you show your ticket =
the ch __ -in desk.
17. The place where you show your bags
and w here they ask you questions as
you enter the country = cu,_ _ __
18. The place where you show your
passport = pas
- control.

U

food on the plane = the ste',--;-_--;

food on the plane = the ste,.--.-:--:-
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Trivia Matching
Exercise
See if you can do this matching exercise. Look at the tist of things 11 to 131,
and the photos ID -ClI. Write 0 letter next to the name of each lhing in the list below. __ ___ "
1. A zebra

0

2 . A white stripe

3. A reindeer

4. A snail

0

0

0

D
6. A hockey stick D
7. A rabbit 0

5. Doughnuts

D
9 . The king of spades D
10. The king of diamonds D
11. The king of clubs D
12. A toothpick D
13. A revolving door D
8. The king of hearts

a -------,-
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Weird Trivia
This is onolher part in our mini-series on stranQe foels.
Whoever Ihoughllhe world wos so awe-inspinng?
The word MlistenMcontains the
same letters as the word Msilent ~
Coincidence, or what?
All the planets in our solar system
rotate in an anti-clockwise direction
except Venus. It's the only planet that
rotates in a clockwise direction. There's
always at least one exception to every
rute, as you know from studying
English.

A piece of paper
cannot be
folded more
than nine times.
Try it!
A hippopotamus can run faster than a
man, although not with such grace.
The town of Whit by (population
116,000) in Canada has more
doughnut shops per capita than any
other place in the world. We're sure it's
also pretty high on obesity levels, but
we can't confirm that.
Canada imports approximately 822
Russian-made hockey sticks ... every
day!
The revolving door was invented in
1888.
The king of hearts is the only king
without a moustache.

The only two animals that ca n see
behind themselves w ithout turning
their heads are the rabbit and the
parrot. Very useful.
Reindeer like to eat bananas.
The longest word in the English
language with all the letters in
alphabetical order is Malmost M
. Surpri se
your English teacher with this piece of
useful information.

The object that Americans most often
choke on is the toothpick.
A snail can sleep for 3 years. Lucky
snail!

The Main library at Indiana University
sinks over two and a half centimetres
every year. Why? Well, when it was
built, engineers fail ed to take into
account the weight of all the books.
There's always something, isn't there?
And lastly, an interesting question:
Is a zebra white with black stripes,
or black with white stripes? Many
zoologists would say that a zebra is
white because its stripes end towards
the belly and the belly is mostly white.
However, others would say that a
zebra is black because if you shaved
all the fur off a zebra the skin is mostly
black. So it really depends on how you
want to look at it, but we're sure the
zebra doesn't really care 0
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Learn some useful words and expressions relaled 10 fire and Ihe fire brigade.
Fire brigade - the group of
men and women whose job it
is to fight fires.

Fire serv;ce - (also known
as the -fire department in
W

US English) the organisation
which has the job of putting

out fi res.
Fire drill - when there is a -fire
drill - in a building, people who
work or live there practise
what to do if there is a fire.

Fire fighters - (also known as
~ firemen

I

firewomen ~)

these

are the people who come to
your house when there is a

fire. They also rescue people in

dangerous situations, such as
car accident victims or people
who are stuck in lifts ... and

cats up trees.
Fire engine - (also known as
a -fire truck- in US English) this
is a kind of large vehicle with
a large tank of water or foam
used for fighting fires.
Fire station - a building where
fire engines are kept, and

where fire fighters wait until
they are called to put out a fire.
Fire exit - the door that
people must use if there is a
fire in a building.

Fire hydrant - fire hydrants
are basically large taps in
the street that provide water
for fighting fires. Fire fighters
can connect their hoses to
the hydrant. Fire hydrants are
sometimes hit by cars and the
result is a flooded street. In
summer, in cities such as New
York, fire hydrants become
enormous fountains that

children play in when it's really
hot.

Cheny picker - (also
known as a "boom lift· or a
"hydraladder") this is a kind
of mechanical ladder. It has a
large open box that is often
mounted on the back of a
vehicle. You stand in the box
and it takes you up to where

Fire escape - a metal
staircase or ladder on the
outside of a building.
Ladder - this is the object you
can use to climb up to places
that are hard to reach. It has a
series of steps. It is considered
bad luck to walk under a ladder.
Fireproof - something that
cannot be damaged by fire.
Fire hose - this is a long
Oexible, rubber tube for
shooting water under
pressure. At the end of the
hose there is a nozzle that
controls the amount and
speed of water that comes out.
32
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. A blaze = a large fire that is
•

•

•

•

difficult to control: 'Three people
were hurt In the blaze."
An inferno = a fire that is burning
fiercely and causing a lot of
destruction:"They tried to rescue
the people trapped In the Inferno."
A bonfire = a fire that Is made
outside:ihey made a bonfire w ith
all the old leaves and paper."
A camp-fire = a fire yoo fight
outside w hen you are camping:
"They sang songs aroun d the
camp-fire:
A conflagration = a fire [hat burns
over a large area and destroys

property: "" took them three
weeks to bring the conflagration
under control."
• A flame = a hot, bright stream
of burning gas that comes from
something that Is burning:"The
heat from the flames was Intense."
• A glow = a dull, steady light
produced by a fire when there
are no flames:"They enjoyed the
warmth of the glow from the fire;
• A pyre = a high pile ofwood that Is
built ouu ide 10 burn a dead body
as part
body

wo>
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or run an English
academy?
Are you looking to improve your offer and give your
students and teachers something different t his year?

you want to go. Cherr y
pickers were originally
designed for use in orch ard s.
It lets the fruit picker take
the fruit from the top of a
tree.

False alarm - this is w hen
you think there is a problem
or emergency, but in reality,
there's nothing to worry
about. For example, you see
w hite smoke coming from
the bathroom, and you call
the fire brigade. However, it
turns out it's just steam from
your natmate, w ho is having
an extra-long, hot shower. In
this case, it would be a false
alarm. And the fire fighters
probably wouldn't be very
happy with you.

Siren - this is the very loud
and annoying device that
makes a sound when a police
car, fire engine or ambulance
passes you in the street.
Matches - thin sticks that
ignite when you strike them.
Often used to make fires.

Fireworks - small object s
that are lit to entertain people on special occasions. They
contain chemicals and b urn
brightly or attractively often
with a loud noise. "Fire crackers" are fireworks that make
several loud bangs when lit 0

Fire extinguisher - this is a
metal cylinder which contains
water or chemicals which can
be used to put out fires.
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Fire helmet - this is the hard
hat that fire fighters wear.

Smoke alarm - (also known
as a · smoke detector· ) this
is an electrical device that
makes a sharp sound when
smoke is detected.
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for learning English at home
(with listening files)1
Read ing, listen ing, pronunciation,
vocabulary, grammar, progress
tests, listen.and.repeat and much,
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TRACK 19

Listen to this dialogue and learn some useful vocabulary
and expressions. This month: The emergency
In this conversation Gladys calls the fire
brigade. Li sten to the conversation and
answer these t wo questions.
1. Why does she call the fire brigade?
2. Why was her husband in the tree for
so long?
Anlwers on J»9E' 24

Skype I
telephone
English
courses

Fire Brigade: Hello, the Wormington fire
brigade. How may I help you?
Gladys:
Hello, yes, I've got a problem.
Fire Brigade: Is it an emergency?
Gladys:
Yes. It's my cat
Fire Brigade: Your cat ?
Gladys;
Yes, he's stuck up. tree in our
Real ly improve
garden.
English
your
Fire Brigade: OK. And you'd like us to rescue it?
speaking,
Gladys:
Yes, if you could. And also my
husband.
confidence and
Fire Brigade: Your husband?
comprehension!
Gladys:
Yes. He's in the tree too.
Fire Brigade: Well, what's he doing in the tree?
Learn when and
Gladys:
He was trying to rescue the cat.
where
you want!
but the ladder fell over when he
was in the tree and it broke. So
now he can't get down.
N ative En glish
Fire Brigade: And how long has he been there?
teachers !
Gladys:
About three hours.
Fire Brigade: Is he in any danger offalling?
Fantastic
Gladys:
No. But he isn't very happy.
material!
Fire Brigade: What's your address?
It's 17 Eliot Street, Blackburn
Gtadys:
Fire Brigade: OK, so we have one cat and one
Classes from
husband in a tree at 17 Eliot St,
onlY€9 +
Blackburn.
materials!
Gladys:
That's right
Fire Brigade: OK. We'll send a fire engine
round within half an hour. In the
meantime, tell your husband not to
move or try to climb down.
Gladys:
Don't worry, he's not going
anywhere. Thank you so much.
(shouting to her husband) OK,
honey. So you promise to clean the
garage?
Brian:
(wearily from afar) Yes, dear.
And you promise to paint the
Gladys:
kitchen?
www.telephone·
Brian;
Yes, dear.
english.com
Gladys:
OK. They're sending a fire engine
around in half an hour.
GLOSSARY
Very good dear.
Brian:
.IHo 1\... brIv..to
... ~d"n_ht.a.'M)ob
Gtadys:
So, what's it like up there?
oIO-t~rwe.
•• ""k wp"IrM
Brian:
Very nice, dear.
\f~".'ree
Gladys:
Do you want me to throw you a
.0.-...
to Mlp _
gel out d.
sandwich in a plastic bag?
" " ' - " ' " 0< ddl'>cuk ...... Uo"
Brian:
No dear. I'll just chew on a few leaves.
p;oc~oI
oquiptnoont
"" <~
_
_ hing
Gladys:
OK. then. 1"11 just go in and put the •UP"'
"11,,,_,...
kettl e on for those firemen_ 0
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• a.rge whoclt filled wiIh w ..~ tho.
tire flglut<' _ in 10 <N<h"~'"
to , _ on _hint

If.,.,... "thewon-Iood, .,.,... "'"
your tf'Olh 10 bfNk \he Iood so ~
1>«_ U$Ioor to",
to pvt.1Ie un .. on
10 fijj I meYI <_ _ with

_,n
.,-

w_

so,.,... c.on hut \he wa'e< ond

• '" foitt .. - . pe-_ wkose job
Is 10 txtln9ulll> I'wfl
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9 TRACK20

Learn Ihe kind of English you need for social occasions. This monlh: having lunch.
Part I: Lislen and repeal Ihese expressions.
What you say

over lunch

_Thanks (or inviting me to
lunch.
_Where would you like to sit?
_What are you having then?
_I recommend the fish.
_You can't g o wrong with
the duck.
_ You order for me.
_The steak is delicious here.
_Have a good lunch / enjoy
your lunch / bon appet it.
- So, have you been here
before?
_Is this your first time here?
- Do you eat out much?

Part 11
Now lislen 10 Ihis social English dialogue.
In Ihis conversalion, John and Peler are
having a business lunch.
Peter:
Joh n:
Peter:
Joh n:
Peter:

_Where do you normally
have lunch?

Joh n:
Peter:

- I'll have the same as him.

John:

_I'll have what he's having.

Peter:

_This looks great.

Wait er:

_What's your favourite
restaurant in town?

Joh n:
Peter:
Wait er:

- Do you want to share the
dessert?

This is nice.
Yes, I often come here for lunch.
What d o you recommend then ?
Well, the st eak is great here. And the salads
are d el icious.
I think I'll have the steak. What w ill you be
drinking?
I think I'll stick to spa rkling water.
Yeah. Me too. I don't like to drink at
lunchtime.
So, I heard that you moved offices, is that
right?
Yes, that's right. We relocated to an office
d owntown. Oh, look, here's t he waiter.
Good aftern oon. Can I get you anything to
drink?
Yes, please. I'll have the sparkl ing water.
And the same for me, please.
OK, I'll be right back to take your orders.

GLOSSARY
J'O'IUn'III"wra-nv"",k
you will I ~"" you __ ,

~

...,.~wilh

.0 .........

' ON ' In.~_ - nol"_

.hl.I.".. ....

_Th is is on me / I'll get this
one.

_I'll have the soup as a
starter, please.

_Would you like any wine
with that?

1..... ~ lo"lIIs

What you say to the
waiter/waitress

_I'll have the steak, please.

_Red, white or rose?

• main"", . ..
Il>t princlpoldhll 01 food In • mHI

What the waiter/
waitress says

_What would you like to
drink?

_ A table for two, please?

_I have a reservation under
the name of Jones.
- Could you bring us the
salt/pepper/ ketchup/
vinegar?
_Could I have the cheque,
please?

_Would you like to sit in the
non-smoking section?
_ Are you ready to order yet?
_What would you like as a
starter?
_What do you want (or the
main course?

• niltal'

lood you NI bef<n!he .......

- ohenmut or fi.sh

_How would you like your
steak? Rare, medium or
well-done?

,~

,.,.

• pink·<oIourod ......

_0.

I "I;ore· • •nk 10 one.hot ... , been
<~ Io<. Wfy ......... .....

-.-

• 'modoum' ,,,,01.10 one ..... ....
been < ~ ¥od 10 brown

......... _·., ~ .kk one_ ....

_Would you like any
dessert?
_Would you like any coffee? 0

_< ~ for.lono;Jtlme

.0 ..lck to _hlng
if you 'w.k to'one P¥tkul¥ drink.
youjll<! lint .11.0. p"nl<uIIr_
spotl<llng ......with !lIS In"

w
_

t earn mor~! Get an id iom~ booklet!)oo useful idioms . audio files. for mtH'e information, visit: www.learnhotenglish.com.com/..--Itamhotenglish.com/ 35

9 TRACK21

OUIlARE

AGREEN TRAVEU1R?

How much do you really core oboullhe environmenl? Do our quiz and find oul
whether you ore a green traveller or not. ~n. 111Is onpage24
1. You are in a Spanish hotel
and there's a sign in the
bathroom reminding
you not to use too much
water. You:
al Only brush your teeth
with bottled water, and
have a very quick shower
once a day.
bJ leave the tap running
while you brush your
teeth, and spend the
day having nice, cool
showers.
2. You want to visit a
tropical rainforest.
Which trip do you go on?
One that involves:
01 A long trek on foot
into the rainforest that
respects the natural
habitat.
bl A ride in a 4X4 along a
road that has been cut
through the rainforest.
You can get right to the
centre really fast and
you don't have to worry
about getting wet or
bitten by snakes.

3. You've just read a report
on climate change and
the environmental
impact of flights. You:
al Decide that from now on
you'll reduce the number
of flights you take per
year.
bl Chuck the report in the
bin and book a flight for
a weekend break in a

GLOSSARY

"'' ' iIog

101e_llMllp
noI\OlUIn lho UPOfl". ,O,'UP'"
• dtvkt I~ CO<'IIfOh!he!low
I

6. Your next trip away will be:
4. You're on holiday in a
large city in t he middle
of summer. It's hot and
muggy and you're
sweating a lot. You:
01 Find a nice place in the
shade and drink lots of
water.
bl Go back to your hotel
room, turn the AC up
full -blast and have a
cold shower for twenty
minutes.

5. You're on a safari in
Kenya. One of the guides
ties a goat to a tree in
order to attract a lion.
You:
01 Rush forward and rescue
the poor little goat.
b) Get your camera outyou want to capture the

I

01 A walking or cycling
holiday in an area of
natural beauty in your
country.
b) A round-the-world trip
taking in 10 major cities
and flying on all the best
airlines. It'll be fantastic.

7. You're on holiday in India.
It's dinner time. What do
you do?
all find a nice, pleasant
restaurant and try some
of the local delicacies.
b) I call my PA and get a
three-course meal flown
out by private jet - you
can't trust the food here.
If not, I'll go to a five-star
hotel to see what they've
got on offer.
8. You want to go to the
coast for your next
summer holiday. Which
place do you choose?
01 A hotel in a little fishing
village on the coast.
b) A hotel in a beach resort
complete with discos,
bars, restaurants and a
golf course. The resort
is right beside a coral
reef where the diving is
perfect. They chopped
down six hundred trees
to make room for the
golf course. It's great! 0
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New York was the location for the 2006 World Turkey
Eating Title. While m illions of American s sat down on
24th November to enjoy a traditional turkey roa st, eig ht
compet itors set out to eat a w hole turkey in as little
t ime as possible. The rul es stated that competitors
should eat as much as they can in the time allocated,
unless one of t hem finishes all the meat on the 5.5 kg
bird, at w hich point the clock is stopped.
George Shea, the head of the Internat ional Federation
of Competitive Eating and the master of ceremonies
for the event, described the challenge as a modern
interpretation of the centuri es-old Thanksgiving
tradition.
The contest was presided over by · Hungry· Charles
Hardy, himself a form er hot-dog eating champion.
Competitors came from as far away as Scotland, all
hoping to take away some of the S2,500 prize money.

One of Britain's quirkiest events, the Wortd Pie Eating
Championship, has just become healthier. This year,
the organi sers have changed the rul es and included a
vegetarian option.·1realise this may be controversial,
but this is the way forward for pie-eating at this level,·
saidTony Callaghan, the owner of Harry's Bar in Wigan,
northwest England, w here the annual competition is held.
However, the changes have sparked a row with the
pie-eat ing traditionalists. They wa nt to keep to the
traditional rul es of eating meat and potato pies, and
eating as many as they can in three minutes. Instead,
competitors w ill have to eat just one reg ulat ion 12cmpie in as short a time as possible.
"They've taken things too far this year - pies are supposed
to be meat and potato and anything else just isn't normal;
said painter Dave Smyth, 48, who won the first contest in
1992 by eating four pies in three minutes.
Last year's wi nner, weight-trainer Anthony"The Anaconda·
Danson, ate an incredible seven pies in three minutes to
set a new record. Regulation pies used in the competition
must have a diameter of 12 centimetres and a depth of
3.Scm. The vegetarian option will be 1Ocm by 3cm.

An investigation into a lottery organisation in Ca nada
has revealed something very unusual. For the past ten
years, the biggest winners in the lottery have been the
ticket sellers and others w ho work there. In fact, since
1999, two hundred and fourteen people wi t h job s in
the company have won more than 60,000 eu ros. Now
what are the odds of that happening? An expert has
estimated t hat it would be about one in a trillion.
Meanwhile, the lottery corp oratio n has rejected the
conclusions. · We are the leaders in lottery security,· a
spokeswoman in sisted.

FREEsubSCription if you recommend Hot English language Se<vices 10 you. companl' E·mail dmts@:holeng!ishmagaz;nuom /www.leJmhotengtish.comf 37
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DEFEAT IN

AFGHANISTAN I THE
It seems that same people just
don't learn from history. Back in the
19th century Britain tried to conquer
Afghanistan. It all went horribty
wrong. Right now they're there as part
of NATO. Will history repeat itself?

Rivalry
At the start of the 19th century there were
some 2,000 miles separating British India and

Tsarist Russia. Much of the land in between
was known as Central Asia and most of
it was unmapped . The cities of Bukhara,
Khiva, Mer", and
Tashkent were virtually
unknown to outsiders.
And Afghanistan was
a land of mountains,

ferocious warriors
and uncompromising
Islam. Not the sort o f
place you'd want to get
involved in.
At the time, the British

,..-..;;.----. were worried about the
Russians. They seemed to be expanding int o
Central Asia and threatening Britain's ~jewe l in
t he crown-: India. The centre of activity was in
Afghanist an. And with that in mind, the British
launched the First Anglo-Afghan War in 1838.

Invasion
The fi rst war was a disaster for the British.
The current ruler of Afghanist an was Dost
Mohammed, and the British were angry
because he had been talking to the Russians.
Eventually, a Bri tish army (the Army of the
Indus) was sent into Afghanistan under the
command of General Keane. The ptan was to
install a puppet regime under Shuja Shah,
t hen leave a few British soldiers and officers
t o guarant ee the peace. There seemed to be
little doubt that it would succeed militarily,
but, as the Duke of Wellington said, ~the
political problems will begin where the
m ilitary successes left off". How right he was.

Things seemed to go well at fi rst. The British
entered Afghanistan, Oast Mohammed
surrendered and was sent into exile to India,

•

and Shuja Shah became t he new, pro-Brit ish
ru ler. The British even began to relax. Army
officers spent their mornings riding horses.
And in the afternoons, t here were polo games,
theatre shows, tea part ies, and endless
rounds of cricket. Many officers even brought
their wives and children. Other officers fell
for the charms of the local ladies, which was
t o act as a p rovocation fo r the Afghan men.

Anger
However, by 1841 things were starting to
turn nasty. Prices were risi ng, there were new
taxes, and the Afghans were resentful of the
presence of so many foreign soldiers. Mobs
began attacking the British on the street s of
Kabul. The city eventually exploded in late
1841. First, Sir Alexander Burnes, Britain's
envoy to the court of Shah Shujah, was killed.
Immediately after, the mob laid siege to
the British garrison, wh ich was camped in a
cantonment out side the city, with very poor
defences. The officer in charge was SirWill iam
Macnaghten. Most Afghans expected him to
lead an attack on Kabul in revenge for the
death of Burnes. But the British did nothing.

Return
To make things worse, Mohammed Akbar,
the son ofOost Mohammed had arrived in
Kabul with a force of 6,000 men. He took
control of the uprising. As food supplies for
the British in the cantonment were running
low, Macnaghten decided to talk. A meet ing
was arranged with Akbar. Many British officers
tried to persuade Macnaght en not to go. They
thought it might be a trick. They were right
Macnaghten went to the meeting and was
killed. Afterwards, his head and limbs were cut
off and hung from a pole in the bazaar.
The new commander of the army was General
Elphinstone, an elderly man of 60 who had
last seen action in the Battle of Waterl oo. Once
again, the Afghans expected t he British to
send a raiding party to get revenge for the
death of their commander, Macnaghten. But
the British did nothing.

Cold
Christmas was approach ing now, and the
British were cold, hungry and far from home.
Eventually, Elph instone agreed to surrender
and leave Afgha nistan. And so began one of
the most humiliating retreats for the British
army: the long trek back to India over the
freezing cold mountain passes. There were

4,500 military personnel (700 of
whom were Europeans - the rest
being Indian troops) and 12,000
camp followers including many
women and children.
Akbar promised the British a safe
passage back to India. However,
the guarantee proved to be
worthless. During the retreat,
most of the British and Indians
were killed over a period of about
ten days, hacked to pie<es or
shot by warriors in the mountains.

Revenge
The British were in shock. In order to attempt
to regain prestige, the British sent two armies
into Afghanistan on a mission of revenge.
They defeated the Afghans and entered Kabul.
Some British officers wanted to raze Kabul to
the ground. But they settled for destroying
the great covered bazaar, one of the marvels
of Central Asia. It took two days to blow up
because it was so strong. Meanwhile, British
troops went on a looting spree before finally
withdrawi ng all forces to India. It would be
more than 35 years before they would return.

More War
Things didn't calm down after that. The
Russians continued to advance steadily
southward toward Afghanistan and by 1868
Tashkent had been formally annexed, and
Samarkand had become part of the Russian
Empire.
Tensions became even more heated when the
Russians sent a diplomatic mission to Kabul

"The G,eat (;aIM-Is a telm used to describe the rivalry

between the Blitlsh Emplleand ttle TUlist Russian
EmpireoYel Centrlll Asia. The Russians lefelled to it as
"The Toulnament of Sl\;KIows: This period ran from 1813
to the Anglo-Russlan ConY('ntlon of 1907.

One of the last bal1les dUllng the retreat to India In 1841
1 1842 Is known as the Battle of Gandamak. Forty-live
Blitlsh soldiers and twenty officel1 of the 44'" East Esse)(
Regiment were SUIlOUnded by Afghans near the town of
Gandamak. The troops had just forty ro und s between
them, so they formed a defen sive squale to prepare
for the end. In the wild hl nd-Io -hl nd fighl lng th at
foll~, all but six of the Bri tish were killed. Of these SiK
who e~aped, live were kllled along the road.
Meanwhile, Blltlsh troops In the town of Jellalabad were
watching for any sign o f the ir comrades of the Kabul
gallison. On the af\erllOOn o f 1]00 January 1842 ttley
saw a single ligure lide up to the town walls. It was Or
Brydon, ttle sole survivor of the battle.

in 1878. Britain demanded that
the ruler of Afghanistan, Sher
Ali, accept a British diplomatic
mission. The British mission
was turned back. so a force of
40,000 men was sent across the
border, launching the Second
Anglo-Afghan War. Once again,
, there was a seri es of humiliating
defeats, and in 1881, the British
pulled out of Kabul. They left
Abdur Rahman Khan on the
throne, and he agreed to let the
British maintain Afghanistan's foreign policy
w hile he consolidated his position on the
throne.

The End
The unofficial conflict between Russia and
Britain over Afghanistan came to an end in
1907 at the Anglo-Russian Convention. At the
meeting, Russia agreed that in future it would
condua all political relations w ith Afghanistan
through the British. The British agreed that
they would maintain the current bord ers. How
considera te!
Of course, the story of interference in
Afghanistan didn't end there. During the
1980s the Soviets invaded; and in 200 1, the
British and Americans entered the country
in an attempt to destroy the Taleban. The
First Afghan War of 1838 provided the clear
lesson that while it may be relatively easy to
invade Afghanistan, it is impossible to occupy
the coun try or impose a government not
welcomed by the inhabitants. Has history
taught us anything? 0

'Fl:;;;:;;::-

Brifoin"s OffempfS fO conqUft' Afghonlslon.
o Britain starts the 1ifS! Anglo·Afghan War in "
18]8.
o A British army under ~al Keaoe
enters Afghanistan.
o The Blitish install ShuJa Shah as the
leader of the COUntry.
o The Afghans start to revolt against the
Britlst-iln late 184l.
o Macnaghten is kllled during a meeting.
o Genelal Elphinstone takes over command.
o The British star! retreating to India.
• The British and Indians are killed dUllng the Journey
back to India. App roximately 16,SOO die.
o Britain sends anothel army In 1842 on a mission o f
revenge.
• Thele is another war In 1878, which ends badly too.
• In 1907, the Blltlsh and Russians come to an
agreement ovel Afghanistan.
• DYring ttle 198Os, ttle Soviets Invade Afghanistan.
o In 2001, the Britl~ and Americans entel Afghanistan.

....
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sybil Fawlty
One of Britain's top comedy TV hit series is Fawily Towers. 11 was first
shown in the 1970s, but it continues to be as popular as ever. Fawily
Towers became on enormous success and was recently voted number
one in a poll of the top 100 British comedy shows. lel's have a look at il.
The neal Fawltv Towers

Not many people ~now
that Fawlty Towers is actually
based on a real hotel. One
day in the 1970's, a group of
English comic actors (John
Cleese, Terry Gilliam, Graham
Chapman, Eric Idle, Terry Jones
and Michael Palin - better
known as the comic team
"Manty Python's Flying Circus1
visited the Gleneagles Hotel, in
Torquay, southwest England.
The group was staying there
during the filming of an
episode of Manty Python, the
hilarious 70s TV series.
But this fact didn't impress
the hotel's owner, Donald
Sinclair. Sinclair's behaviour
wasn't very hospitable at all:
he threw a bus timetable
at one of the guests. and
criticised Terry Gilliam's table
manners. Believing that Eric
Idle's suitcase contained a
bomb, Sinc1air hid it behind
a garden wall. John Cleese
described Sinc1air as-the most
wonderfully rude man I have
ever met":
80sil Fawlty
In fact, Cleese was so inspired
(John CleeseJ
by Sinc1air's rudeness that
The star of the
he decided to write a series
asil
showisS
based on the experience.
Fawlty. He is the hotel ,
The character of Basil Fawlty,
manager from hen, H~s
played by Cleese, is modelled
rude to the guests, he s
on Sinc1air.
sarcastic to everyone,
Now the original Hotel
and he physically attacks
~G
~leneagles has decided to
his staff. The only people
celebrate its association
who aren't insulted or .
Manuel
with
the show. The hotel
umiliated are those WIth a
h
recently had a 1.5 milliond ) because
(Andrew Sachs)
title {Lord or La y
rh
Manuel is the
euro renovat ion. Actress
e
h
Basil is a terrible• sno~.,
B 5115
. ""'Otel waiter He
Prunella Scales, who played
biggest tho~n In ~
.s a walking disaster a'nd
Basil's wife Sybil, attended
M
......, was only hired by Basil
the hotel's reopening party
11
because he was so ~cheap~
as the guest of honour.
He h.as a pOOr command of
The present hotel owner,
Engl.s.h . However, despite
Brian Shone, is proud of
suffenng under Basil
the connection with the TV
Manuel remains loy~, and
series, even though Basil
devoted.
Fawlty was the worst hotel
owner in the world. · We

_-:: _,:,,:..._...__
f
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(Prunella Scales)
Sybil Fawlt.y
_ is Basil's wife.
She has a distincti~e .
laugh (strangely sn~\llar
to ·someone machme unning a seal-) and
~akes endless phone calls
to her friend Audrey. She
knowS how to contrOl her
manic husband, and one
sharp -Basm· is all it takes '
l
bring him to heel. Syb I
to
. .'
'th the
.\
enjoys socialising ~'
ordering Basl
guests, an d
around.
decided Hotel Gleneagles is
always going to be famous
for inspiring Fawlty Towers so,
rather than be embarrassed
about what has happened, we
have chosen to capitalise on it.
You cannot get rid of the spirit
of Basil."
And the guests certainly
seem to be embracing the
connection. Manager Sue Pine
said ~It is quite bizarre. Every
day you sit in reception and
they come in by the coachload from America, Germany
and Holland to see you. We
have a big poster in reception
and they all have their photo
taken beside it."
Luckily, they won't be yelled
at by Basil, or have their dinner
orders mixed up by the Manuel.
In fact, today's guests can
expe<t a much nicer (and safer)
experience at the hotel. 0

POl/y
(Connie Booth)
Pally, the
waitress is
~ea"y an art studen't. She
,sfthe only sane member
o ~he team. She has
an Impressive ability
to think on her feet
She's always on hand t
~elp Basil, Whether it's 0
I~~ersonatjng Sybil Or
h.dlng dead bod ' .
I
res 10
aundry baskets. Basil
COUldn't cope without her.

------------------1

Manuel

English actor Andrew Sachs, who
plays Manuel. was once <Kddentally

,-

Injured during tne filming of the

show. In one scene, Basil picks up a
frying pan and hits Manuel on the

head with it. However, actor John

Cleese accidentally picked
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The Kipper and the Corpse
Here are some examples of Basil's sarcasm
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The Germans
In this scene, Manuel is behind the desk in

at its best. In this scene, Basil is speaking to

the reception lobby. There's a moose head

a guest, Mr Leeman.

on the reception desk, and the Major, a

........... lho. "",",In ' he At(\lc
..... Iho. hol bill ~ ItId ~ ""

very old and long-standing guest, enters.
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Manuel is speaking from behind the me,o",. ~~
The Major thinks the moose is talking.

Mr Leeman: Do you think I might have
breakfast in bed in the

morning?
Basil :
In bed?
Mr Leeman: Yes.
Sybil:
Of course, Mr Leeman.
Basil:
Yes, we can manage that, can
we, dear?
Sybil:
Yes, we ca n. fro rhe phone} I'll
call you back.
Basil:
Is it your leg?
Mr Leeman: I'm sorry?
Basil:
Well, most of our guests
manage to struggle down in
the morning.
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Communication Problems

-

In thi s scene, Basil is having problems
with one of the guests, Mrs Richards. She's

..

of Wildebeesl't~;~:::;~;:';;':'air'?
majestica llyal
Mrs Richards: Don't be silly. I expect to be

~Ioo~---~----------~ Basil:
The Holellnspector
Basil is under the impression that one of
his guests is a hotel inspector. Basil tries to
charm the ·i n spector ~
Basil:
Wait:
Basil:
Wait:
Basil:
Wait:
Basil:

The wine's really good?
Yes.
And the pate was all right?
Yes, I said so.
And the casserole?
I haven't tasted it yet.
[smells at itl Mmmmmmh!

When I pay for a view I
expect to see something
more interesting than that.
That is Torquay, Madam.
Well, it 's not good enough.
Well, may I ask what you
were hoping to see out of
a Torquay hotel bedroom
window?The Sydney Opera
House perhaps? The
I
Gardens of Babylon? Herds

able to see the sea.
You can see the sea. It's over
there between the land and
the sky
Mrs Richards: You call that a view?
Basil:
Well perhaps you should
consider
a hotel closer
to the sea,
preferably in it.

_wtoo~ho."'""I'

.,.

Manuel: How are you, sir. I can speak
English. Hello, Major. How are you
today?
Major: Er... er... er... I'm fine, thank you.
Manuel: Is a beautiful day today.
Major: Er... is it?Yes, yes, I suppose it is.
Manuel: I speak English. I learn it from a
book.

One of the guests, Lord Melbury, leaves a
Mrs Richards:
briefcase in reception with all his vallualble',""
Sybil is suspicious and wants to open the
case. In the end, they discover that Lord
Basil:
Mrs Richards:
Melbury is in fact a confidence trickster.
Basil:
Basil : What are you doing, Sybil? Sybit I
forbid you to open the safe. [she
opens rhe safe} Sybil, I forbid you to
take that case out. [she rakes the case
out}

_.,....nd
_wh.o.
'0<10
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I"ll-----------------""'~
complaining about her room.
A touch of class

Sybil, do not open that case! I forbid
it!
[she opens the easel
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.. .for your employees!
Hot English Language Services, a leader within the English company class training sector as

well as an internationally-recognised publisher, has been offering language training solutions
to many of the world's leading companies since 2001. A course with Hot English ensures:

• Motivated students thanks to our dynamic learning materials.
• Clear, measured progress through a structured system and
monthly reports.
• Improvement in levels of English across the board.
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• Dynamic telephone classes though our dedicated platform.
•

Europe-wide courses through our extensive network.

•
•
•
•
•

In-company groups and one-to-one classes.
Practical business English classes and intensives.
Specific industry courses: Finance, Medicine, Marketing, Human resources ... (among many oth,orsi
Online learning through our Web School.
Residential immersion courses & courses abroad.

• Regular client reporting and examining will demonstrate progress and
justifY budgets.
• A structured method ensures continuity of service in multiple cities.
• Motivating materials that will inspire your staff and maintain high levels
of attendance and learning.

Wherever your company is based, we can help.
Contact us NOW and put us to the test!
6l (0034) 9 1 543 3573 @ hotenglishgroup
® business@hotenglishmagazine.com
(j) www.learnhotenglish.com

If you thought the low on Ihe doormat was silly, here ore some olher
lows thal sfill exisl in Britain. And quite 0 few of them ore silly loo.

-In london, Hackney taxis must carry a
bale of hay and ill sack of o ats,"
"It is illegal to be drunk in a pub or
club, or any other licen sed prem ises:

"In Hereford, you may nor shoot
a Welsh person on Sunday with a
longbow in the Cathed ral Close."
"In Chester, you can only shoot a Welsh

who live in the Royal Hospital
Chelsea. The soldiers include those
who have been injured in service,
and who have served for more
than 12 years full-time. Those who
tra vel out of the hospital should
wear the distinctive hats and
scarlet coats.

person with a bow and arrow inside
the city walls and after midnight."

"In York, excluding Sundays, it is legal
to shoot a Scotsman with a bow and

arrow:
"It is illegal for a Member of Parliament
to enter the House of Commons

wearing a full coat of armour:

"Petrol station s may not sell hot food
after l1pm unless they apply for a

special licence,"
"Sleeping with a consort of the queen

is classified as treason, and as such
carries a maximum penalty of death:
· Placing a postage stamp of the queen
upside-down is considered treason.·

concerning British laws:
• Over a 12-month period the British government
produced 3,621 pieces of legislation, running to a
total of 98,600 pages, which is 70 times as long as
the epic novel War and Peace.
• Apparently, there are 45 pages of instructions
on how to correctly label a goat; and more than 50
pages on how a deep-sea diver has to complete his!
her ta x return.
• That there are 279 different tax form s for
businesses, asking a total of 6,614 questions.
The notes explaining the Treasur y 's · simplifiedpensions' regime runs to 1,369 pages.
• One Police force has a total of 1, I SO different
forms on which to report crimes.
• There are 1,300 pages of road traffic law.

,
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· It is unlawful to impersonate a
Chelsea pensioner*.·
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· Employers must not hold meetings
on 31ot October as it might
discriminate against pagans, who,
of course, celebrate the festival of
Samhain (Halloween) on that day:
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-It is illegal to sell most goods on a
Sunday. It is however legal to sell a
carrot. It is also legal to sell it at any
price, and to give free gifts with it,
such as anything else one might want
to buy on a Sunday: 0
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A council spent more than 250,000 euros planting
trees to screen a new children's play area . It
then dug them up after health and safety experts
warned that children could fall ill if they ate the
leaves.
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A new law to ban one of Britain's most popular
pieces of outdoor furniture: the doormat.
By Rob Julion
Do you have a doormat at home?There's
something nice about doormats. They're
cheap, simple and functional. The nicest ones
have · Welcome!· w ritten on them, but any old
doormat is better than none. Unfortunately,
that's not w hat the Bristol City Council in
South West England think, as they've banned
them. Why?

Danger!
In a letter sent to 32,000 apartments, the
council clai med tha t ~.. . doormats represent
a tripping hazard and should be removed
immediately... please do not leave t hem
outside, creating a ri sk for others~
The letter went on to say that all doormats had
to be removed by 18'" September. -Any mat
remain ing after this date w ill be removed and
di sposed of,- the letter continued in its official
tone.

Disagreement
But local residents are not happy. They like
their mats. Roger Perry, 62, is refusing to
follow the cou ncil's orders. -This is absolutely
ludicrous. It is so pointless. The council
says mat s are a hazard . God knows how. I've
lived here for 13 years and have never heard
of any accidents. I kno w they have rules and
regulations, but this is going a bit far ... it's
only you and the postman who walk on the
mat s anyway. I'm keeping mine here to see
what they do. It only cost a couple of quid but
if they take it, that's theft. It's like someone
taking your car·

Disbelief
Derek Pickup, a local councillor w ho does not
agree with the new rule sa i d ~ 1 ca n't really see
what the problem is with having a doormat
outside your flat to wipe your feet on. I've
never heard of an accident ca used by one.
Having a mat outside is a way of brightening
up the apa rtments and making them more
homely.·
However, a spokesma n for the 8ristol Council
said t he ban on doormats had existed for
many years, but they recently decided to send
a letter remi nding residents of the rul e. The
spokesma n said that over a period of time the
number of mats had increased.
What do you think? 0

Doormats (a personality type)
The term ·doormat· is also used to refer to someone who behaves
timidly, passively and submissively to other people. The connection
between the object-doormat- and a submissive type of person comes
from the fact that you walk all over a doormat, and if you · walk all
over a person~ you exploit and use that person for your own benefit.
Doormats are the type of people who constantly ask for permission to
do things, or who say things such as, "Whatever you want is OK. It's all
right with me. You decide for me. I'll go along with whatever you want:
Doormats also apologise a lot. Worse still, those who are around
Doormats often recognise this submissiveness and begin to take
control of the situation, often manipulating or exploiting the Doormat.
There's a book on this topic by Lynne Namka called The Doormat
Syndrome: Leorning About rhe Correct Use of Power. In her book,
lynne says, · It's as if Doormats wear a T-shirt saying -Available for
demeaning!Do you know any doormats?

Interesting doormat facts
Other types of mat include:
A ' mouse mat" - a small mat for your computer moose.
Otherwise known as a' mouse pad '.
A ' plilce mat' - a small mal on which you can put glasses
or bottles so they don't damage the surface of furniture.
A ' bath mat' - a mat that is placed on the Hoor of a
bathroom to provide a non-snp surface, and 10 absorb
small amounts of water. It is often of t he ~me malerial
asatowel.
A 'chat -mat' - a doormat with a recorded mes~ge on it.
Doormats are usually made from tough, long-lasting
material such as coir, nylon, rubber. cloth, or aluminium
and other metals.
Doormat~

may also be kr'lOwn as " welcome mats'. as
they are se-en as a form of welcome to visitors. The mat
Itself often has the word "Welcome" written on it, or a
funny commen t such as "Welcome (If yoo brought beer)~
"Welcome Of you brought chocolates)~ or "Trl pdoor
here:
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No proble m! Sign up to our
newsletter for all the latest news
from Learn Hot English +

FR EE English lessons:
www.learnhotenglish.com

www.facebook.com/LearnHotEnglish

British monarchy hos a large. expensive and very heavy collection of
regalia officially known as the Crown Jewels. Apart from being priceless.
Ihey have a very interesting history. By Rob Julian
The Sceptre

The Orb is
a golden
globe wi th
a d i amond·
encrusted
cross. It's
symbolic
of the world ruled by
Christianity, and is held by
the monarch during the
coronation ceremony.

the t ime, Edward I was King
of England. He was in
Scotla nd trying to crush
the Scottish rebel
Wil1iam Wallace. Edward
had placed his treasure
in a ch amber in
Westminster
Abbey, protected
by Benedict ine
monk s.
A clever robber,
Richard
Puddlicott. got
into the chamber
by entertaining
the monks. then
helped himself to
a good part of the
treasure. He was
eventually caugh t and
sent to his death in the
Tower of London, along
wi th about forty monks.

Other Shiny Stuff

Robbety It

Among the Crown Jewels
there are also five swords,
including the Great Sword
of State, the Sword of Justice
and the Sword of Mercy.
All of them are used in the
coronation ceremony. They
are traditionally carried
before the monarch as he
or she enters Westmin ster
Abbey. There are also maces,
sixteen silver state trumpets
and a variety of plates u sed in
the coronation ceremony.

The second robbery took
place in the 171to cen tury. The
Crown Jewels were briefly
stolen in 1671 byan Irishman
called Thomas Blood. Blood
stole them after b inding
and gaggi ng the custod ian.
Blood was captured shortl y
afterwards.
After that. the Crown
Jewels were kept in a part
of the Tower of London
known as Jewel House.
Traditional guards called
Beefeaters protect the jewels.
Incidentally. the origin of the
term -Beefeater· is unclear. It
may ori ginate from the fact
that early guards were paid
in beef, amongst other things.
The jewels were temporarily
taken out of the Tower during
the Second World War. 0

The largest cut diamond in
the world is contained in the
Royal Sceptre. The sceptre
itself is made of gold and
is one metre in length. It
also contains an enormous
amethyst and a superb
emerald. There are several
other sceptres contained in
the Crown Jewels

The Orb

The Crowns
There are two main crowns
in the collection. The first

is the Imperial State Crown.
which contains the most

precious stones. Edward the
Confessor's sapph ire is set
in a Maltese cross at t he top
o f the crown. The ruby in the
centre of the crown has a
long and colourful history. It

once belonged to a Ki ng of

Granada. who was murdered
by Pedro the Cruel, King of
(a5tilla.

The same ruby was in the
crown that Richard III was
wearing at the Battle of
Bosworth in 1485. Richard III
was killed during the fighting,
and the crown was lost. It
was eventually found under

a bush. It was picked up by
lord Stanley and placed on
the head of the victorious
Henry Tudor. the new king.
The other crown is St
Edward 's Crown. The
monarch is always crow ned
with this golden crown,
w hich contains diamonds,
rubies, pearls, emeralds and
sapphires.

Robberyt
According to a book by Paul
Doherty (The Great Crown

Jewels Robbery of' 303: The
Extraordinary Story of the
First Big Bank Raid in History).
There was an attempt to
steal the jewels in 1303. At

The entire colleclion of
the Crown Jewels was
almost completely
destroyed by Oliver
Cromwell in 1649.
Cromwell defeau,>d
the monarchy
during the
English Civil
War. Most of
the jewels
were either

-~
precious
stones (thrH
swords and a
spoon) survived.

Some years later.
when Charles
11 was returned 10
the throne, most of
the Crown Jewels hild
to be milde agilin .
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French film producer ond actor Luc Besson !Joan of Arc, Nikita, LeonJ was in
town promoting his latest film Arlhur and the Minimays. We sent two of our top
reporters, SyJvie Chalvet and Coroline Whitmore, to speak to him.
Hot English: luc. w hat's harder: working with
animated characters or working

with real-life actors?
luc Besson: Directing an actor is always
something I love doi ng. I respect
actors a lot. I know that they

have their fa ce on the screen and
that I don't. I try to be there for
them. I love my job. However, for
this film I had to work with 300
people who were sitting behind

Arlhur and the Minimoys

luc Besson.

(known as Arthurondrhe lnvlsJbIn In some countries).
Director. luc 8esson
(ast; Freddy Hlghmore (Arthur), Mla Farrow (Arlhur's
grandmother), Penny Ballour (Arthu(s molher), Doug
Rand (Arthur's father). Addlliooal vokes by Madonna,
Davld Bowle and Snoop Dog.
The film is an Interesting mlK of 3D animation and
ordil'lilry film.

Nal'Tlf': luc Besson
Age: 41
Nationality: French
Profession: film producer
and aClor
Films; The Fihh Elel'Tlf'nI,
loon of Arc Nikllo. LtoII, and
many, many more.

computers. That is not the way I
work usually. It was very hard to
keep the feeling of the characters

for 5 years.
Hot English: What are you going to do after
this project is fin ished?
luc Besson: I think that I'm going to re st for
a w hile, but I don't want to retire
as a producer, a w riter or dire<:tor.
I'm going to stay around.
Hot English: Is there going to be a follow -up
to the film?
luc Besson: It depends on the success of the
film, but if there is another film I
won't give the pleasure of doing
that to anyone else. I had too
much fun doing it.
Hot English: Why did you choose to mix 3D
and real film together?
Luc Besson: Why not? We had this crazy idea
to mix 3D and real. Other people
said t hat it wouldn't work, but
we knew that it would. The main
reason is that I wanted to create a
complete world fill ed wi th -little
people: and this would have
been difficult to do w ith real -life
characters.
Hot English: Was it hard to convince Madonna
and Snoop Dog to be voices for
the film?
luc Besson: No, it wasn't really. I just phoned
Madonna and she ag reed
straight away. It was the same
w ith Snoop Dog. I knew that I
wanted them from the start.
Hot English: OK, thank you very much, luc. 0

Story synopsis
Aflhur is a ten·year-oId
boy who lives with his
g~ndparents. As a little
boy, he's fascinated by his
grandfather's stories. But
one day, his grandfather
goes missing. later, on,
Arthur's grandmother staru
to have financial prob lems.
Things get worse when
..~,..~. an estat e developer
~
(OI'Tlf'S to say that he Is
going to rip up the house
and build new property
on the land. The only way
to stop that hdppenlng is
to pay the developers the
equivalent of the price of
the house.
JuS1 by d UIIn(I!, Arthur
discovers some hidden
men ages around the
house that were left by
his grandfather. These
messages help Arthur find
the land of the Min imoys.
whk h is hidden somewhere
in the g.arden. ln the land
of the Minimoys there's a
treasure that will help solve
all their finar'IClal Pfoblems.
Arthur finds the land and
meets prir'ICess Selenia and
her brother Betameche.
Together they set off to
find the treasure.

This manlh we're looking 01 singer-sangwriler Garrell Wall. who has iusl released his lalesl album,
Daylight, nighllime
Full Circle

the song ~ S hangri- la~ in the new Santiago Segura (Blade],
Torriente) film La Maquina de Bailor (The Dancing Machine).

Garrett Wall has travelled full circle si nce
the release of his debut album All o(the
Above. Recorded and released in Slovenia,

New Album

South Korea and Ireland, it features

Wall's acoustic approach to song-writing, and brought
him critical acclaim and media attention in his native
Ireland. After signing an international publishing deal with
Peermusic Ireland, Wall moved on to an edgier, electric
sound with Change (Rico Records/Celtic Collections),
which gave him several radi o hits and ended in a series
of concerts throughout Europe and the US. Relocating to
Madrid brought even more changes to Wall's writing and
overall sound and, when offered a deal by Peermusic Spain
/ Ireland to record his third album, he teamed up with
Maaya Thila who produced the album Gravity, which was
subsequently release in Ireland, Spain and Germany.

1V&Cinema
Wall regularly sings and composes for both television and
cinema in Spain . He was featured as part of the soundtr ack
to Spanish film Amor En Defensa Propia (Love in Self-Defence,
Universal Pictures 2006). Wall was also invited by the
director, Rafa Russo, to sing a version of the theme song
~ Shatte red ·. A recent collaboration w ith JL Chicote and
Swedish singer Carita Bronska has lead to the inclusion of

As a re sult of working together in the world of adverti sing,
producer Jose luis Chicote invited Wall to work on the
follow-up to Gravity wi th the recording of some acoustic
demos in the summer of 2004. In the following November
top Irish drummer Ger Farrell flew over to Round Sound
Studios in Boadilla del Monte, Madrid, to begin w hat would
be an unforgettable year of recording and writing.
Featuring musicians from six different countries: Spain,
United States, Ireland, England, Cuba and Slovenia and
including Paul Moore (Bass), world-renowned violinists
Livia Sohn and Bojan Cvetreznik ofTerrafolk fame, Grammynominated Cuban rapper Nilo MC, Robbie Jones and Carlos
Raya (guitar) it is perhaps the first album to capture Wall's
true sound - to balance the live sound with the studio
sound. It is both exuberant pop and introspective folk.
The 13 songs sing of hope, life, love, loss and joy. In terms
of lyrical and musical sensibility it is Wall's most mature and
complete work to date and shows that this is an artist who
is goi ng from strength to strength.
Now sit back and enjoy Space, one of the songs from the
album. 0

" Space" by Garrett Wall
Hey, are you ready to be found,
Now that you're feeling underground,
Rain, you could stop it coming down.

GLOSSARY
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You know exactly what it takes,
Are you strong, are you brave,
And if you make it by yourself,
You might feel something else.
Space, it's not easy on your own,
Space, everything you've ever known,
Fate, you can fe el it in your bones.
You know it's bigger than you both,
Did you think you could cope,
And if you make it on your own,
Will you say that you've grown.
Space, all this space, all this sound,
Space, all this space, all this sound,
Fate you can feel it in your bones.
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You know it's bigger than you both,
Did you think you could cope,
And if you make it on your own,
Will you say that you've grown.
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CLEVER CRI
Here's another port in our series on intelligent criminals. Learn from the best.
Magic Pencils
In April 2001, Malaysian police arrested a wom an
for selling -magic pencils· for $225 each. The woman

claimed that the pencils could produce correct
answers in university entrance exams. The woma n
also said that the pencils could produce electronic
signals to confuse the computers m arking the

exa ms. She said that these signa ls would force the
computer to correct any wrong answers. Dozens of
students complained when the magic didn't work
for them. Police later confiscated about $22,800
from sales of the pencils.

RoyalRecep~on
Official s in Peru were left

looking stupid after the
visit of a -Nigeri an prince":
Thirty-six-year-old Wini
Habashu, an unemployed

man from l agos, sent an
official-looking letter to
t he authorities in Peru telling
them that he would be paying
a visi t to their country in earl y
1998. Habashu also informed
them that he was a Nigerian
prince w ho wanted t o secure
business contracts for his
country.
When he arrived, Habashu was received
with full diplomatic honours. He gave numerou s
press conferences and newspaper interviews. The
Minister for Foreign Affairs wined and dined t he
prince for two days. It was o nly w hen the royal
visitor had leh, that the authorities realised that
Nigeria is in fact a republic.
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The Height Machine
JingTaibao claim ed to have
patented the world 's first
electron ic height-raising device-a machine for making you grow
taller. Taibao manufactured the
tiny gadget, which was sold
to adolescents who believed
it would make them grow 5 to
7 centim etres taller. This made
Taibao a very rich man... until the
complaints started.
A TV actor who used the device
ended up with swollen eyes, and
an ashen face. And w hen his
face recovered ten months
later, he found he had actually
become one centimetre shorter.
Taibao was arrest ed shortly
afterwards. 0
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The section that makes grammar easy and fun

"
E

~

In Ihis monlh's grammar fun section we'll be looking 01 the active and passive
voices with present tense verbs.

The Active & Passive Voices
Basically, we use the active voice when
the subject of the verb is the one
doing the action. For example:
01 He makes a cake every Friday.
bl She takes the money from the bank.
cl They build houses.

r-:::::=='==::::1

(by her).
cl The houses are built (by them).
As you can see, the passive is formed
with a conjugation of the verb "to be"
and a past participle. For example:
al The rooms are cleaned every day.
bl The cars are made here.
cl Fridges are produced here.
d) A lot of wheat is grown here.
e} A lot of salt is used in this food.

Uses

However, with the passive voice,
the object of the verb becomes t he
subject. With the passive voice it isn't
necessary to mention who Ndid- the
action, although you can introduce
the person/ people with the word · by ~
For example:
01 The cake is made every Friday (by
him).
bl The money is taken from the bank

We use the passive when we want
to focus on the action, not on the
person who performed the action. We
can also use t he passive with present
continuous sentences. For t hese
cases, we use "is/ are being- + a past
participle. Here are some examples of
active and passive sentences w ith the
present continuous:
01 They are eating the cake. (active)
bl The cake is being eaten. (passive)
cl They are singing a song. (active)
d) The song is being sung. (passive)

ej They're repairing the machine. (active)
f) The machine is being repaired.
(passive)
g) They are painting the room. (active)
hI The room is being painted. (passive)
il They are cleaning the room. (active)
j) The room is being cleaned. (passive)
kl They are taking a photo. (active)
The photo is being taken. (passive)

o

Want to learn English
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Get a Skl'lls Bookletl
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English language speed and fluency practice to help you improve your speaking.

Fluency Practice
Here ore six quick aclivities lor you 10 improve your pronunciation and fluency. Answer Ihe queslions
as quickly as possible. and Iry nollo Ihink loo much. Laler, you can check your answers. You need 10
sludy Ihe phrasal verbs and idioms before anempling Ihese exercises. A"._.. ~ .... "

A: Tongue Twister
Try repeating this ten times as quickly as you can.
MTheophilus sifted three thousand thistles by the thick of his

thumb.w

0 : Sentence transformation - Personality
Listen to these sentences and try to make a question for
each one. Do it as quickly as you can. Use the question

words in brackets ().

1. Yes, when I'm with people I don't really know.
(When I get I shy)

----------------------------------1
2. Being with my friend s. chatting in a bar.

::ha:t~/~m:a~k:e~/~h:a~pp~y~)~=======================1
-"lw
3. I'd like to be more outgoing.
(How / like / be) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___

----------------------------------1
4. I think that loyalty is the most important personality trait
that a friend can have.
(What / most important / personality trait / a friend / have)

B: Pronunciation: connected speech with
fish idioms

------------------------------1

listen to these sentences and see if you can write down

E: Phrasal Verbs with "take"

the words that you hear. Remember, some words are weak
sounds and are unstressed, and as a result they are very
difficult to hear.

listen to each sentence then repeat it wi th an appropriate
phrasal verb. You should try to be as quick as possible.
1. We employed Sally last week.
2. We need to sign for a mortgage.
3. We should collect the washing.
4. We need to extract some money (from the bank).
5. This new idea is really becoming popular.
6 . I was deceived by his good looks and charm.

1.

2.
3. _____________________________

4.
S.
6.

C: Rapid response - Personality

F: Revision Drills - Fractions, decimals &
percentages

Answer these questions as quickly as you can. Try not to
think too much and just invent the answers if you need to.
1 What three words best describe your personality?
2. Would you describe yourself as an outgoing or a shy
person?
3. Are you generally optimistic or pessimistic? Why?
4. Do you ever get jealous? When?
S. What makes you angry?

This drill is designed to practise using factions and
percentages. Remember, fractions are expressed using
ordinal numbers (first. second. third, fourth, fifth, sixth,
seventh, eighth, ninth .. . ). For decimals, we use a full stop
ca1led a ~ point ~ (NOT a comma). And for percentages, we
simply add the word ~percent · at the end. Look at the list of
numbers and see if you can say each one. Then listen to the
CD to check your answers.

3. Yl

4. 1/4

1. ~

2. ~

5. ~

6 . "'Ao

7. '"

9.35%

10.48%

11 .72%

8.20%
12.0.14

13.0.67

14.0.38

15.0.02

16.0.09 0
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Christmas trees. Christmas tights.
Christmas shoppinq. Christmas
sonqs. LQnaon's_Qol a maqlcat,
myslical teel at CTuistmas lhors
uni~ue . find out what to do in London
at Christmas. By James Herbertson .
Shopping
They say Christmas comes
earlier every year. And this
year was no exception. In
August, as temperatures
in London were 470( in

There are usually lots of spectators for this
marvellous occasion. One year, the organisers
chose massive light beams that could be
seen from Outer Space, and another year, the
Harry Potter characters flicked the switch.
That time it was Emma Watson, who plays
Hermione, who turned on the Oxford Street
lights. An d this year, boy band G4 will be
perfo rming t he ceremony on 9th November.
According to tradition the light s are t urn ed
off and taken down on the 5th January at
Epiphany.

the Underground, the

Carols

world-famous shop
Harrods announced the
opening of a Christmas

Shop within the store. As
London suffered one of the hottest summers

on record, people flocked to the shop to
buy Christmas trees and decorations. These
included £329 Sarabella glass baubles,

Elvis figurines and a range of giant Mother

Christmases costing up to 3,000 euros.

Toys
Many people
complain about the

commercialisation of
Christmas. And every year,
the religious significance

Christmas wouldn't be Christmas without a
good singsong. One of the best places to do
this is atTrafalgar Square. Every day between
5:00 in the afternoon and 9:00 at night, choirs
entertain crowds with their versions of Silent
Night and 0 Little Town of Bethlehem. Groups
come from all over Britain to sing and often to
raise money for good causes. You can join
in the fun between 11 th December and Brd
December and sing along with them.

r•

lI. t;

of Christmas seems to be
less and less important.
However, one of the
delights of the festive period is to go to
central London. I suggest you head to Oxford
Circus and wander down Regent Street
admiring the incredible window displays.
The toy store Hamley's is a special place where
children of all ages can enjoy the magic of
Christmas. Every year, the shop has elaborate
displays that include Santa Claus, reindeer,
and the Nativity Scene in its shop windows.

Christmas Ughls
As you are walking down Oxford and Regent
Street, you'll see the fantastic light displays.
Every year, a famous celebrity, musician or
sportsperson is invited to turn on the lights.

Norwegian Tree
In Trafalgar Square you'll find an
extraordinarily large Christmas tree. This tree
has been donated by Norway every year since
1947 as a token of appreciation for the role
Britain played in the liberation of Norway in
World War 11.
This year is extremely
special as it is the 60th
anniversary of this
tradition. In celebration
Her Royal Highness
Crown Princess MetteMarit is coming to turn
on the lights. The tree
itself is taken from
forests surrounding
Oslo, w here the
foresters take great
care t o select what they
call "The Queen of the
Forest-. O

Information Box

What are your favourite Christmas
holiday films? Without a daub!. one
of the mast popular Christmas films
is Frank Capra's 11'5 a Wonderful Life,
starring James Stewart. What's it about?
And why's it sa popular?

The Stoly
Ir's a Wonderful Life tells the story of George
Bailey (played by James Stewart). He's the hero
of a town called Bedford Falls. After his father
passes away, George gives up his dreams of
travelling around the world to stay home and
manage the family business Bailey Building and
Loan Society. George he lps others by lending
them money at low rates of interest

The Baddie
The film's villain is an old man called Potter.
Potter controls most of the town, and the only
institution he doesn't own is the Bailey Building

and Loan Society. He's willing to do anything to
get his hands on it: lying, cheating, and bribing

- there's no end to his schemes to destroy
George. Yet the Baileys still manage to survive.

TheBridge
Things get bad for George around Christmas
time one year. George's uncle loses an $8,000
deposit. This will ruin George's business, and
he may even have to go to prison. George is
desperate, and doesn't know what to do. He
even asks Potter for a loan, but Potter turns him
down.
In a moment of desperation, George decides
to commit suicide. He find s a bridge and
prepares to jump into the icy water. However,
just as he's about to do it, another man jumps
into the water. George immediately jumps in
and rescues the man, who is in fact Clarence,
George's guardian angel.

Another Chance
"I wish I'd never been born," George says. At
which point the guardian angel grants George
his wish, showing George what the world
would be like if George had never been born.
George and Clarence travel through the
alternative reality, and see how bad things
would really be: his wife Mary is a lonely
woman, George's uncle is in a mental asylum,
and Potter owns the town. George sees that
somehow he did make a difference. Now none
of his problems seem to be that important any
more. "Please give me my life back!" he begs.

Popufar
So, why is the film so popular? Many say it's
because it touches on something that we'd all
like to believe: that each and every one of us
has the power to make a difference, and that
we're all important and count for something.
The fil m also asks and answers the question
"What would this world be like if I had never
been bornr Now, have you ever thought about
that? 0

United States. 1946
Directed by FrankCapra.
Starring James Stewart,
Oonna Reed, UoneI
Barrymore, Thomas Mitchel~
Henry Travers and H.B. Warner.

TrMa
The first time It's 0 Wonderful
Ufe was released it wasn't
a big hit. It was nominated
for five Academy Awards
(ilKluding Best Picture
and Best Actor), bot it won
nothing. In fact, It barely
made back Its costs.
Things changed posi tively In
the 19705, when a whole new
generation of movie-lovers
discovered the fi lm.
A huge. 300-metre
represen tation of Bedford
Fall s' maln street was
constructed, with over 80
shops and buildings. and 20
transplanted oak trees.
The fi lm was shot in the
middle of summer, so they
had to use man-made snow.
In tot.,l, they used 3000
tons of sl"laved ice, and 6000
gallons of chemicals to make
the snow. Very ecological!
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BUSI NESS ENGLISH

BUSINESS COLLOCATIONS: FIGURES.

This month we are loo.ing
at some typical words or
expressions with the word
"figu res". Usten and repeat
the following expressions.
1. I need the figures
for sales in the first
quarter.
2. What year do these
figures correspond
to?
Those figures you sent
me were from last
year.
4. The sales figures for
2006 were pretty bad.
The figures don't
match up to the
ones in the other
spreads heet.
6. I need a breakdown
of these figures . with
information on what
they refer to.
Is this a true figure?
8. Do these figures
reflect reality?
Inflation figures are
set to fall.
10. New government
figu res predict that
inflation will drop this
year.
n . Inflation had been in

,.
,.

,.
,.

single figures, but now
it's running at 15%.
12. Inflation has reached
double figures.
1). These figures will
tell us how well the
competition is doing.
Now listen to this business
English dialogue.

Business Dialogue
"IIIIIIII

Nigel: Nigel spea.ing. Who's
calling, please?
Stan: Hi, Nigel, Stan here. I
was just wondering if
you could send me those
figures again.
Nigel: Which ones?
Stan: The ones you sent me by
e·mail about three weeks
ago.
Nigel: I'll need more
information than that.
Stan: The sales figures for the
first quarter of 2006.
They don't seem to
match up to the ones we
had in our spreadsheet.
Nigel: OK, I'll send them later
today.
Stan: Well, adually, I need
them like now.
Nigel: OK. I'll get on 10 it right
away.

Slan: Cheers. I appredate it.
Hey. we're going out
for a few beers tonight.
Fancy coming along?
Nigel: No, I have football
training.
Slan: Oh, all righlthen. I'll see
you around.
Nigel: Yeah, bye.
Stan: Bye. 0
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