Podcasts – Themes – Youth Culture
Introduction
Download the LearnEnglish Themes podcast. You’ll find more information on this page:
http://www.britishcouncil.org/learnenglish-podcasts-themes.htm
This support pack contains the following materials:
• The article that you can listen to in the podcast
• An optional comprehension activity based on the article
• Links to other activities on the LearnEnglish website on this theme (youth culture).
Read the article
Student power
by Chris Rose
When most people think of strikes, they think of
factory workers asking for better pay and
conditions, or perhaps refusing to work to support
a colleague who has been unfairly sacked. It is
not often that people associate strikes with school
students.

cynical: “All the people who are doing this...well,
some of them are just troublemakers, others are
people who are already planning to become
politicians. They want to start their career now.”
Others say that the strike leaders are being
manipulated or used by groups from outside the
schools.

But in Italy, it is different. While in many
countries it is absolutely unthinkable, in Italy it
happens almost every year. Some people may
remember the “Paris spring” of 1968, when in the
French capital university students and factory
workers all went on strike in a crisis which almost
made the French republic collapse, but for many
this is a long time ago now. But in Italy, however,
the tradition has remained. It seems that almost
every autumn there is a reason to protest. Most
of the protests are national, like the current
opposition to the government’s planned
educational reforms, but there are also protests
against things like local issues such as heating in
the classes or treatment of individual students.
And what do students do to protest? All over the
country they go on strike, they have
demonstrations in the streets, they occupy their
schools, they have lots of meetings and
sometimes they try to run the schools themselves
for a period, setting up their own lessons and
courses.
Are all the students behind this? Well, it’s difficult
to say exactly. But what is certain, is that very
few students object.
“I think it’s important to show what we feel” says
one high school student, “The new school reform
will be very bad for state schools.”
Other students are are more sceptical. “I think it’s
great!” says one student, “It means we get a few
days off school.” Another student is openly

Problems occurred recently when students from
one school which was being occupied marched to
another school which wasn’t protesting. The
strikers stood outside the school and shouted and
threw things at the windows. The non-striking
students sat in their classrooms and did nothing,
but their teachers went out and began to shout at
the students from the striking school.
In Britain, and a lot of other countries, such action
is unthinkable. Students are not allowed to go on
strike, and if they did they would probably face
severe disciplinary measures.
The strange thing about this, however, is that
despite the number of school hours lost to strikes,
Italian students are certainly no less intelligent
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than their European counterparts. Their national
averages are the same as others, despite the fact
that on average they spend up to 20% less time
in the classroom – with strikes being only one of
the many interruptions of the Italian school year.

Troublemakers or not, perhaps there is
something to be learned from the Italian way of
studying!

After reading
Exercise 1
Match the two parts of the sentences below.

1. Strikes usually

a. are in favour of the protests.

2. In France student strikes

b. go on strike.

3. In Italy school students often

c. had a strong effect.

4. Students go on strike

d. have just as good an academic record as
other students in Europe.

5. Their protests can

e. is almost impossible for students to go on
strike.

6. Most students

f. make people think of factory workers, not
students.

7. Some students

g. protested more than the students.

8. In one school, teachers

h. take different forms.

9. In the UK it

i. think that the motives of the strikers are not
clear.

10. Italian students

j. to protest about all kinds of problems.

More activities on this topic
You’ll find links to all the following activities connected to the theme of refugees at:
http://www.britishcouncil.org/learnenglish-central-themes-youth-culture.htm
• Magazine articles: There are 2 other articles: Youth culture and The Face - 1980s Style Bible.
• Word game: Subcultures: Match the names of subcultures (past and present) to definitions of them.
• Stories: There are 2 stories: A Clockwork Orange and Got any goss?
• Trivia: Everything you (n)ever wanted to know about youth culture.
• There is also a youth culture-related cartoon, and some carefully selected external links.
Answers to comprehension activity: 1. f; 2. c; 3. b; 4. j; 5. h; 6. a; 7. i; 8. g; 9. e; 10. d
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